


Welcome to the  
Loucifer Speaks Annual 2007!  

 
Unfortunately this won’t be like the annuals you used to get for xmas 
as a small child (or, if you’re anything like me – like the Doctor Who 
annual you want for xmas this year!), instead this will act as an 
introduction to the world of LouciferSpeaks.com  and as a ‘Best Of’ 
where we can show you our favourite interviews and reviews from the 
past year… and there’s also the opportunity for us to throw in some 
new ‘exclusive’ bits as well.  
We also aim to give you a little bit of an idea of which Metal / Rock 
bands we feel you should be looking out for in 2008. 
 
Anyway, I hope we succeed in entertaining you while you read this on 
the bus/train to/ from work, or while you’re at work/school, or while 
you’re in the pub/café.  If you do like what you read and you feel like 
reading more, please turn on your computer and go to 
www.LouciferSpeaks.com  �  
 
I also feel that I should add the following piece of information. Due to a 
lack of space (and the strange urge to save paper and reduce my 
carbon footprint), the interviews in this annual will not be printed in full. 
At the start of each interview there will be a link that will direct you to 
where the interview has been stored online.  If you can’t get online, 
don’t worry – I’m sure you’ll still enjoy the versions we have for you 
lurking within these pages. 
 
Unless otherwise stated, the reviews / interviews here were written by 
me (Loucifer). 
 
If you’re in a band and would like to be featured on Loucifer Speaks 
website then please either email me or contact me through MySpace. 
All of the details are listed below. 
 
I’d also like to apologise for the cover of this annual… I was going to 
put together something really amazing and cool… but I ran out of 
time… �   
 
Thanks for reading and I hope you enjoy this annual/zine/litter tray 
liner/thing. 
 
Cheers, 
Lou (aka Loucifer) 
Editor, Reviewer, Interviewer, Webmistress and all-round Evil 
Overlord. 
www.LouciferSpeaks.com  
lou@louciferspeaks.com  
www.myspace.com/louwaawaa  
 

 

 
 
 

What is Loucifer Speaks?  
 
 
Bloody good question that…. What is Loucifer Speaks?  
 
Loucifer Speaks is a webzine that features interviews and reviews of 
various Metal and Rock bands from all over the world. We refuse to 
limit ourselves to just our local area (in my case: Croydon ….Although 
we do still want feature bands from Croydon! – Just thought I’d clear 
that up!).  Over time, I hope to build up an extensive collection of 
reviews and interviews covering bands from all corners of the globe 
(there’s something I never understood… how does the globe have 
corners? Answers in an email please…) and from all of Metal and 
Rock’s genres. The site is updated a few times a week and so there’s 
nearly always something new for you to feast your eyes upon. 
 
Loucifer Speaks is also home to a fantastic forum that has an amazing 
atmosphere. We have some really cool members that really know their 
stuff and a lot of them visit the place a couple of times a week (and 
then there are the obsessive ones, like myself, who are on there 
daily!).  If you would like to join us, just go to www.LouciferSpeaks.com 
and click on the forum link in the menu.  It’s really simple to join and it 
won’t cost you a penny! (Maybe just your sanity) 

 
One of the main aims of Loucifer Speaks is to feature bands that other 
people may not have heard of before. While we do also spend quite a 
lot of time discussing well-known bands on both the main website and 
the forum, we prefer to feature bands that are either just getting 
started, or that lurk in the underground. 
 
I’ve tried to feature as many different bands as possible in this little 
bundle of joy that I call an Annual. If you’re band hasn’t been featured 
then I apologise – if you’ve recently been reviewed / interviewed you’ll 
definitely be on the website! 
 

 

CD REVIEWS 
At Loucifer Speaks we like to listen to CDs… and then we like to 
review them! Here are a few reviews from the past year… 
  
Ritual Abuse – “Pandemonium” (2007) 
www.ritualabuse.co.uk/  & www.myspace.com/ritualabuse   
Rating: 9 / 10  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/ritualabuse.html  
 

One of the guys from Ritual Abuse tried to 
send me this EP through an email, but 
unfortunately the computer gremlins invaded 
and for some reason it didn’t work… so, I’m 
listening to the tracks from the band’s 
MySpace page – and I urge you to do the 
same… and then go and see them at a gig or 
something... Actually, preferably at a gig – 
they may get rather annoyed if you started 
hanging around in bushes near their houses... 

with your night-vision goggles and a box of sandwiches. It’s not cool.  
Anyway, I’m meant to be reviewing this... My first thought when 
listening to these tracks was the Ritual Abuse are a straightforward 
Death Metal band with Thrash and Grindcore influences… and, after 
listening to the tracks a few times, I think that's still pretty accurate. 
Ritual Abuse are not pretentious and they're not hiding behind the 
latest trend – they've got a fantastic no-nonsense, straight-to-the-point 
feel to their music and it's incredibly refreshing. It's music that you can 
quite happily bang your head to, or release some anger to while 
throwing yourself around at a gig (or around your front room) while 
downing various glasses/cans/bottles of alcohol, and that's all that 
matters.  
 
"As The Nightmare Begins" is a fantastic track. It's at a great tempo 
that really gets you worked up. The vocals lean more towards 
Thrash/Death than Grindcore and are pretty decipherable. If I knew the 
lyrics I would happily shout along – probably much to the annoyance of 
anyone within a mile radius… but hey, you can't please everyone!  The 
opening to "Conditioned To Kill" hits you like a battering ram and, to be 
honest, it doesn’t really let up from that moment. If you're looking to 
relax, then this isn't for you. Ritual Abuse somehow manage to 
convince every muscle in your body to tense up and beg to be thrown 
away (I was going to write 'abused' there… but someone would only 
get the wrong idea!). I love the lead guitar on this track. This is 
definitely my favourite of the three tracks available here. Damn good! 
By the time I got to "Horrifying Pattern of the Mind" I was pretty 
exhausted, but luckily it acts as a huge shot of energy that gets you up 
and moving again.  
 
Ritual Abuse are definitely a band to look out for… and they’re 
definitely a band that I’ve got to see live... and soon!  

***** 
Guest Reviewer: deathdoom   
Nation Beyond – “The Aftermath Odyssey” (2007) 
 www.nationbeyond.com  &  myspace.com/nationbeyond   
 Rating: 3/5  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/nationbeyond.htm l 
 
Instantly kicking off with eerie clips from 
US warlord George W Bush & his staff and 
sporting a deeply military feel to their 
sound, Swedish metallers Nation Beyond 
come across as rigid and very well 
structured, heavy but severely precise. 
This band is a master of building up 
suspense with their music which on the 



whole is rather orchestral and powerful, despite its slow tempo and the 
fact that it never seems to take off (Think of the film The Shawshank 
Redemption's pace and quality and apply to Nation Beyond) 
Technically superb all round and as a summary, this frankly felt more 
like a West End musical than a band's album. Quite a concept really ... 
A Metal Musical! Very enjoyable!  

***** 
Immanis – “War Machine” (2007) 
www.immanis.eu  & www.myspace.com/immanismusic    
Rating: 8.9 / 10  
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/im manis.html  
 

Immanis recently played at the Hard Rock 
Hell festival in the UK. I was gutted when I 
found out I couldn't go and because of my 
absence I missed out on discovering 
Immanis until now. This quartet from 
Edinburgh (Scotland) certainly knows how 
to pack a good slice of groove into their 
metal. The first time I heard the opening 
track, "War Machine", I immediately found 
myself moving around at my desk. As I’m 
currently learning to play bass (although I 
feel I'll be 'learning' for the rest of my life – 

which is no bad thing) I tend to listen out for the bass when I'm 
listening to music. The bass tone in "War Machine" really stood out to 
me, so Immanis gain extra points because of that!  
 
"Endless" is deliciously heavy. The riff pounds into your skull and I love 
the squealed harmonics! Fantastic stuff! The vocals in this track mainly 
find themselves in Traditional Metal territory, but they often launch into 
the odd Death Metal or Hardcore moment. The drums in "Endless" are 
superb and I can't wait to shake off the shackles of this office and 
headbang along. "Solidus" begins with a massive majestic intro and 
the drums give you the impression that you're about to march into a 
historical battle. Then when the song really takes off you can't help but 
want to move. The vocals in this song really lend themselves to the 
Hardcore genre. This is music to pound your skull to. This song is 
simply mind blowing! It's definitely one of my favourites on this album.  
 
After the colossal "Solidus", "Thirteen" just seems to be a little diluted. 
It's not that it's a bad track – not by any stretch of the imagination – it's 
just that it hasn't captivated me as much as the previous three tracks 
on this CD. It still manages to pack a punch though. "Bleeding" starts 
off relatively slowly, but you're left with the feeling that it's going to 
build up into something monstrous at any moment. The suspense 
almost becomes unbearable, but in a good way – if that’s at all 
possible! Then, at around 1 minute 24 seconds everything changes 
and the monster is unleashed. While "Bleeding" may not be the fastest 
track on the album, it certainly is heavy and it holds onto that 
Traditional Metal sound that I mentioned earlier. "When Kingdoms Fall" 
is another of my favourites on this album – I just like the way that it 
goes through a number of changes and constantly remains interesting.  
 
At first I was a little bit worried that this album would disappoint me – 
mainly because there are only 6 (or 7!) tracks on it, but the tracks are 
all of a substantial length so this never becomes a problem. The 
reason why I am not giving this album full marks is because there are 
a couple of things that I would change about it. Sometimes I felt that 
the tracks could be a little bit shorter and still have the same effect. I'd 
imagine that live these tracks would work marvellously well, but on CD 
they do occasionally seem to be a little longer than necessary. It is, 
however, relatively easy to knock this thought out of my brain while 
listening to the title track, "Solidus" or "Bleeding".  

***** 
 

Guest Reviewer: Kreator666   
Amesoeurs - “Ruines Humaines” EP (2006)  
www.amesoeurs-music.com  & myspace.com/amesoeurs    
Rating: 9.5 / 10   
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/am esoeurs.html  
 
Amesoeurs are yet another one of Neige's 
(Alcest, Peste Noire, Mortifera, Forgotten 
Woods) projects to provide a unique take on 
music – this time, a urban-style Black Metal 
sound with touches of Post-Punk ala Joy 
Division, as well as hints of Darkwave. 
Formed in 2004, Amesoeurs were initially 
aiming to create Post-Punk music, but this EP 
released in 2006 features some of Neige's 

unrealised material from his past Black Metal bands (more specifically, 
the first two songs). The third song is an original by the band as a 
whole, and is excellent insight into the sound that they will be playing 
from this point forward. This short EP is seemingly unmatched in the 
genre, and will never be repeated again by the band (whether this is 
good or bad hinges on your taste – interesting Black Metal or 
progression in the form of Post-Punk?).  
 
'Bonheur Amputé' starts the album off with an interesting, up-beat riff 
and drumming pattern, which is enveloped by a painful, angst-ridden 
scream by Neige. An intricate guitar lead follows, setting the pace for 
the rest of the 16 minute EP (or, at least, the next two songs). The 
song continues full of emotion – one moment you feel overwhelmed by 
rage, the next by self-pity, and then back to hatred of urban society. 
The music creates a soundscape of wondering through a dirty, 
deserted city, all alone without any goal or saving grace. The second 
track of the EP, 'Ruines Humaines', while not quite as outstanding as 
the first, compliments it by maintaining the emotive style. Shrieking 
vocals, powerful riffs, and an excellent guitar solo all contribute to the 
feeling, and drive the song home to a nice ambient outro, welcoming 
on the final track of the EP.  The atmosphere of the EP is helped along 
by your average modern Black Metal production (no – not of the 'necro' 
variety) – grandiose yet depressing at the same time. Riffs are driven 
by both Black Metal stylings and with a Pop sensibility, a unique 
combination that seems strange but definitely works. The prominent 
tremolo bass-work on the EP is really something special, playing 
interesting sub-melodies along to the riffs all the while keeping the 
songs sounding fresh. The Post-Punk influence is noticeable in the 
light drum sound, as well as the riffing. Overall, the musicianship and 
song-writing skills are excellent – top-of-the-line when it comes to 
Black Metal. The EP then takes another turn…With the third track of 
the EP, hitting you as being 'out-of-place' the first time you listen. This 
impression won't last, as the track soon develops to become a fitting 
end to the EP (both musically and stylistically). 'Faiblesse Des Sens' is 
an acoustic, Folk-y song, with Audrey taking the vocals with her 
soothing, beautiful voice. The song builds up gradually to the 
introduction of Neige's electric guitar, where Audrey's voice takes a 
harsher, angrier style of clean singing. The riff builds to a climax, 
growing louder and fiercer, at which point Audrey unleashes one of the 
best screams to grace music. The song ends with a very urban riff, 
closing off one of the best EPs around.  
 
While it is quite disappointing that this style of music will never be 
recorded again (at least, by Amesoeurs), it will be interesting to follow 
them into their Post-Punk future. With a taste of what they are capable 
of on 'Faiblesse Des Sens' (my favourite track of the EP), the sky's the 
limit for such an amazing band. The only complaints I can raise with 
this release would be some technical faults in the drumming (at times 
they sound a bit 'off' – whether the equipment chosen or the production 
is at fault is up to somebody more musically proficient), French lyrics 
that I can't understand (loose translations give the gist of it, but will 
never capture the beauty of the lyrics in their natural language), and 
the fact that 16 minutes is just not long enough. This unique vision of 
urbanized Black Metal is an astounding piece of work, right down to 
the black and white photography of a city in the CD booklet.  
I'd recommend this EP to anybody even slightly interested in Black 
Metal, Darkwave, or Post-Punk, and who'd like to listen to them all 
combined together to form one of the most original sounds in the past 
decade. 

***** 
 

Devilish Impressions - “Diabolicanos: Act III – Arm ageddon” 
(2008)  
devilish-impressions.com  & myspace.com/devilishimpressions    
Rating: 10/ 10  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/devilishimpressi onsdiabolica
nos.html  
 

I was a little bit anxious about reviewing this 
album. I was absolutely obsessed by Devilish 
Impressions' last album, "Plurima Mortis 
Imago", so this one had a lot to live up to. 
The first thing I noticed when listening to this 
album is that it has a different sound to the 
last one. It's not a massive change, but I 
found that it was quite noticeable. While 
"Plurima..." seemed to have more of a focus 
on complicated riffs and keyboard parts, the 
focus here appears to lie on the lead guitar 

sound and melody. That's not to say that the riffs and arrangements on 



"Diabolicanos" are simple – far from it – Devilish Impressions have 
continued to create interesting and challenging music... it's just 
different to the way that they created it on the previous album.  
So, is "Diabolicanos" better than "Plurima"? This is a question that I 
still find myself unable to answer. Both albums have their selling points 
and both should be treated as completely separate entities. The fact is 
that "Diabolicanos" is an astoundingly well crafted piece of work and I 
can feel my obsession creeping onto this release as well. Especially 
when I hear "Tales of Babylon's Whore"!  
 
The album opens with "T.H.O.R.N.S". This is an incredibly hard-hitting 
track – starting with the blast of vocals at the start and pounding 
drums. Turquoissa's keyboards provide the track with some very 
welcome melodies and the main riffs are memorable, while not 
seeming repetitive. Quazarre's vocals are of the same style and high 
standard as his ones on "Plurima...". One thing that I really like about 
them is that he seems to know when it's necessary to give extreme 
vocals and then when to do more melodic or chanting vocals. This is 
something that he uses to great effect throughout the album.  
 
As crazy as it may seem, I was originally put off "The Word was Made 
Flesh Turned into Chaos Again" simply because of its title. After 
listening to the track a few times I have been made to feel incredibly 
foolish! The track begins with some atmospheric – almost scratching – 
noises. This will have you looking nervously over your shoulder... and 
hoping that you're just paranoid. Once track kicks off the listener is 
treated to one of the best things that Devilish Impressions have done 
(in my very humble opinion). It's a track that I could listen to again and 
again without ever becoming bored of it.  "I Am The Son Of God" is 
another favourite of mine. The vocal melodies and the melody of the 
track overall make it impossible to get out of your head. The 
keyboard/synth parts will be in going around in your head for days.  
 
"Tales Of Babylon's Whore" is my current favourite track from this 
release. I say 'current' because – as I listen to the album more and 
more – this is likely to change. "Tales..." has a very menacing feel to it 
and yet it still retains the melodies that have come across as an 
incredibly important element of this album. The drumming is superb 
and I also think that this track contains the first time that Devilish 
Impressions have used a guitar solo in an almost traditional way. The 
lead guitar tone for the solo is clear and crisp and creates a fantastic 
juxtaposition with the rest of the instrumentation (which is fantastically 
brutal). Devilish Impressions have recently made a video for "Har-
Mageddon" and I can understand why. The track combines most of the 
major and previously mentioned elements of the album. The album 
closes with the exquisite "Mass For The Dead". This track acts as a big 
finale and it works incredibly well. "Mass For The Dead" is big in sound 
as well as length.  
 
While reviewing albums I usually try to pick out the best and worst 
tracks. Devilish Impressions have made this task near impossible. All 
of the tracks on this album have been made to such a high quality. All 
I'm able to do is to pick my personal favourite (as mentioned earlier) – 
"Tales Of Babylon's Whore" – and that's purely because I instantly fell 
in love with the track. 
I still cannot decide which album I prefer – this one or "Plurima Mortis 
Imago" – but I really don't think it matters as both are definitely worth 
checking out. 

***** 
Guest Reviewer: Lord Konrad Chaos   
Destruction – “Metal Discharge” (2003) 
destruction.de  & myspace.com/officialdestruction   
Rating: 9.5 / 10 
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/destruction.html  
 
Disc 1:  
After winning the album from the 
Review Competition, I started to listen 
to it more than I would a normal CD.  
 
At a glance, the album looks, and 
more importantly, sounds good. 
Destruction are a German Thrash 
Metal band, who have been going 
since 1982, and to hear that Metal 
Discharge was their thirteenth studio 
album was pretty cool.  
 
Disc 1 is very much consistant, gast 
paced, heavy metal. The vocals are pretty good too, some songs, such 

as The Ravenous Beast have some memorable vocals. The guitaring 
is pretty cool, some nice solos, fast riffs, it's all there. The drumming is 
a speedy, pounding beat that sets the album up well.  
 
The disc sounds a bit too consistant at times though, it can be difficult 
to tell one song from another to someone who hasn't listened to it as 
much as I did! The disc is still pretty strong, and is a good example of 
what Destruction do, and proves why they are one of the big three 
Thrash Metal names.  
 
Disc 2:   
Disc 2 is full of Covers and Demos, which isn't a bad thing. The covers 
are solid, and add another to the list of covers of Iron Maiden I like 
better than the original.  
 
This is my favourite disc out of the two, mainly because of Nailed To 
The Cross, which, I don't know why, is damn catchy. The Demo of 
Metal Discharge, is,in my opinion, better than the proper version, and 
some of the songs make up for it shorter length. This disc isn't better, 
as such, being rejected demos and covers, but it's still a match for a lot 
of other bands, and a good disc on it's own.  
 
Metal Discharge doesn't have many low points, but unfortunately, not 
very many high points. Nothing will make you go 'wow', and nothing 
will make you stop it. That being said, it is still a good, fast paced, 
heavy album, and worth listening to.  
 

 

INTERVIEW #1 
 
We’re going to provide you with a few interviews in this Annual… and 
here is the first… 
Remember: You can find all of our interviews at 
www.louciferspeaks.com/interview/interviews.html 
 
Band: Lutemkrat / Interviewee:Wolf Lutemkrat  
Year: 2007  
www.lutemkrat.com  & myspace.com/lutemkrat   
The full unedited interview can be found at: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/lutemkrat.html  
 
Lutemkrat hails from Brazil and "The Last Survivor" - the current full-
length - has recently been released through Bleak Art Records. So far I 
have only been able to listen to the tracks available on the Lutemkrat 
website and MySpace (see above for links), but those tracks are 
superb and really ignited my interest in the enigma that is Lutemkrat. I 
have been lucky enough to get some questions answered by the man 
himself. This process has strengthened my interest in his music and I 
hope to listen to the album in full very soon. If this interview intrigues 
you, please take the time to visit Lutemkrat's MySpace and website. 
Also, please fill free to start a thread about him on the Loucifer Speaks 
forum.  

 
Lou: First of all, I'd like to 
thank you for this interview. I 
understand that you're not 
too keen on interviews, so I 
will try to keep this one as 
interesting as possible. I'd 
like to begin by getting a few 
of the run-of-the-mill 
questions out of the way. 
So, where does the name 
Lutemkrat come from?  
 
Lutemkrat: Thanks. The 
word "Lutemkrat" is 
abstract: it carries the whole 
concept of my music and 
you can see what it is all 
about reading some lyrics.  
 
Lou: How would you 
describe the music that you 

play?  
 
Lutemkrat: Extreme music!  
 
 
Lou: I've only heard the tracks that you have available on your 



MySpace so far (but, believe me, I aim to hear more!), so I'm doing this 
interview a little bit blind - but I'm sure that can make all the more 
interesting! Even though I've yet to hear the album in full, there are a 
number of questions that I'd like to ask you about it. Are there any 
themes running through the album? Is there a message of any kind 
that you are trying to put across with it?  
 
Lutemkrat: Sure! The whole album is conceptual. The title "The Last 
Survivor" explains for itself. For instance, you can note that "outro" 
points to the main concept of the title track, closing it. Yet, each song 
can be analyzed separately. There’s a strong message on each one of 
them, but I do prefer that the people try to interpret by themselves.  
 
Lou: I understand that Lutemkrat is completely a one-man band and 
that you play all of the instruments on the album. Do you feel that this 
limits you in anyway, or is it a completely positive arrangement?  
 
Lutemkrat: I think this reflects the real Lutemkrat identity and its 
deepest feelings without interference from others.  
 
Lou: Are there any other bands in the Black Metal scene that you 
especially identify with?  
 
Lutemkrat: There's a lot of amazing and interesting bands out there, 
but I really try to do something unique.  
 
Lou: Are there any bands/musicians that you would like to work with in 
the future? Perhaps as a one-off collaboration, rather than a full 
album?  
 
Lutemkrat: I have some projects in my mind, but if this comes true you 
will know at the right time.  
 
Lou: I've read on your website that you are a big fan of 80s metal, do 
you feel that your love of the music from this period has influenced the 
music you create now?  
 
Lutemkrat: Yeah, I do like this kind of music and it has influenced me 
for sure. I grew up listening to many of these bands. Some people 
already said to me that some tracks reveal this "old-school" feeling.  
 
Lou: Other than music, what else influences you? What do you tend to 
write about?  
 
Lutemkrat: Some books or movies also influenced me. But the main 
themes I brought from my life experience, and I try to transform into 
subjective lyrics. Also, that way people can fit the lyrics in their own 
reality.  
 
Lou: Do you feel that lyrics have a special importance in your work, or 
do you feel that the music itself holds the most importance?  
 
Lutemkrat: Sure the lyrics are important too. I always try to fit the lyrics 
with the music concept. Everything should be connected. You can note 
this by listening to "The Last Survivor".  
 
Lou: "The Last Survivor" is available through Bleak Arts Records. How 
did this deal come about?  
 
Lutemkrat: I had contact with Igor since '04. Then he introduced me to 
Joe on the internet. That time, they were starting the label. They have 
supported me since beginning and I just can say: Thank you!  
 
Lou: How long did "The Last Survivor" take to write and record?  
 
Lutemkrat: Well, some songs were composed back in '04. The main riff 
from the song "Vengeance" was composed early in the year 2000, 
while the song "Silent Death" was composed in '07. There are a lot of 
ideas created since "Never Surrender" was released. "The Last 
Survivor" was recorded and mixed between February 20th and March 
26th 2007 at Lutemkrat Studio.  
 
Lou: Which tracks from "The Last Survivor" are you most proud of?  
 
Lutemkrat: Every time I listen to "The Last Survivor", I listen to the 
whole album. I like all songs: I think each one has a special and unique 
feeling, an entirely different soul. I'm proud of "Awaiting the Final 
Breath" and "Grieving Over the Dead", because both have some 
complex and diverse melodies.  
 

Lou: Thank you again for answering my questions. It has been a 
pleasure to listen to your music. 
 
 

***** 
 
 
 

INTERVIEW #2 
 

LOUCIFER SPEAKS 
 –  

“ANNUAL” EXCLUSIVE!  
 
Guest Writer: girlattherockshow 
Band: Seemless, Unearth / Interviewee: Derek Kerswi ll  
Year: 2007  
myspace.com/derekkerswill  
This interview is an exclusive to this annual, but it will be added to the 
website in 2008. 
 
Girlattherockshow: Hi Derek. Thanks for agreeing to do this interview! 
I’ve always wanted to interview you alone, to get your views and ideas 
on so many musical things you’ve done as well as personal 
achievements! So, now’s my chance! 
First off, can you tell us all the bands you’ve played in? I mean, we 
know about Seemless, Unearth and Shadows Fall, but are there any 
other bands we should know of that you’ve made a contribution to? 
 
Derek: Well, I do a lot of studio work and have worked with Kurt from 
Converge on multiple projects, Steve Brodsky  of Cave In, I played on 
the last Stryper album, I also played drums on Jamey Jasta’s Icepick 
record, but in terms of projects I continue to be involved in and a 
member of ….  Those are Burn Your Wishes, which is a rock band I 
play in with Ken Susi of Unearth, Dave Pino of Seemless/Powerman 
5000, Iano Dovi formerly of Poison The Well and Adam D. of Killswitch 
Engage is producing the record.  It’s very, very catchy pop-rock – 
kinda’ like Foo Fighters meets Jimmy Eat World?!  Interesting stuff for 
all of us.  I am also a member of a band I’m very excited 
about…..Kingdom of Sorrow!  It’s myself, Jamey Jasta of Hatebreed, 
Kirk Windstein of Down/Crowbar fame, and Steve Gibb of Crowbar 
(son of Barry Gibb from the Bee Gee’s, BTW!).  We recorded an album 
about 2 years ago and it’s finally coming out on Relapse Records in 
February.  It’s the heaviest shit EVER!  Very old school and organic, 
too.  We wrote the record on the spot and tracked myself and Kirk live, 
for the most part.  No click, no sound replacement…..just dudes 
shredding maximum riffage together.  

 
 
Girlattherockshow: Which band do you like playing with the most? 
Who’s best on tour, who’s most fun to party with and who gets up to 
the most mischief??? 
 
Derek: This is a very hard question!  Seemless is my baby and I wish 
things were different with us, but the truth of the matter is……we had a 
very rollercoaster year.  Severe highs and even more severe lows.  In 
the end, we lost a lot of money on tour and we simply have to take a 
break and try and recoup our losses.  I love playing with that band and 
we’re like brothers.  Unearth is so, so, so fun to play with!  We have a 
blast EVERY SHOW and you just never know what to expect!  
Honestly, if I’m playing with Unearth – who do YOU think is the most 
mischievous one?!  Obviously Ken Susi….I’m sure everyone expected 
to hear that!  Haha 

 
 
Girlattherockshow: How did you get into playing drums? How old were 
you? 
 
Derek: Well, my furthest memory back was seeing Animal on The 
Muppet Show and saying to myself “that will be me!”  Then, at a very 
early age I became obsessed with Led Zeppelin and all of their stuff is 
so driven by the brilliance of John Bonham’s playing and groove.  I 
was born to do this and that’s all there really is to it.   
 
Girlattherockshow: Who influenced you to start playing? What inspired 
you to play the sort of music you play today? 
 
Derek: I actually wouldn’t prefer playing in a “metal” band at all.  I’m a 
rock drummer that can play double bass and I think that’s why a lot of 



guys enjoy my playing.  The fundamental aspects of groove and rock 
are what drives me.  A lot of metal guys are too concerned with speed, 
but they have no feel.  If you’re a drummer and you’re just always 
trying to show off…..you’re not letting the songs breathe.  I try to play 
best for the SONGS, not to show people what I can do.  I know what 
I’m capable of, but that doesn’t have anything to do with playing 
effectively for songs.  That’s the difference between a drummer and a 
musician.  I try to be the best MUSICIAN that I can, and occasionally it 
means backing down and leaving space, rather than cluttering things 
up with ego-driven nonsense. A lot of what I do is very personal and 
passionate to me.  I play music to give back what I got and continue to 
get when I need and/or needed it most.  There’s nothing like 
connecting with people through art.  My mind never stops – I’m 
constantly creating new ideas.  It’s torturous sometimes, but I am a 
very fulfilled soul.  There’s no doubt about watching me play and 
knowing that I love what I do.   
A lot of times….our heroes are closer than we think.  Of all the 
drummers, musicians, and songwriters I’ve met or worked with in my 
life…..my middle school music teacher Mr. Alex Dymek is probably my 
greatest inspiration.  He was a man that gave me confidence to do 
what I do today.  He definitely changed my life.  I recently tracked him 
down and called to chat with him.  He’s in his 80’s now and still jams 
big band tunes with a little band he put together with his friends.  He 
told me how proud he was.  That’s true success.  When you’re biggest 
inspiration pats you on the back and says “good job”.  It was a 
profound moment for me.   
 

 
 
Girlattherockshow: Any words of advice for young and budding 
drummers out there? 
 
Derek: Be a team player.  If your band mates suggest something that 
you may not have thought of…..ALWAYS try it!  You can always revert 
back to your original idea, but it’s important to work together for the 
cause.  Also, when you’re feeling bored and “stuck” drumming wise – 
listen and educate yourself with as much different music as possible.  I 
have a very good internal meter, which I believe was a direct result of 
me playing along to hip hop records in the early parts of my life.  I’d 
just put on Run DMC, Public Enemy, and Tribe Called Quest records 
and rock out.  I never knew what it would do for me, timing wise.  It’s 
all programmed beats…..therefore I was always playing in “perfect 
time”.  It inspires you to come up with different ideas, rather than 
playing to a metronome and hearing a monotonous click over and over 

again in your head. 
 
Girlattherockshow: Have you got any other musical talents? Do you 
play any other instrument? Can you sing? 
 
Derek: I’ve been playing bass and guitar for a good 7 years or so.  I 
write a lot of the fundamental beginnings of Seemless songs.  I write 
some solo stuff on the side and work with friends to make the ideas 
more coherent.  I’m always looking to collaborate with musicians I 
admire and enjoy working with.  Plus, you just never know what kind of 
great ideas can come from a person that’s not married to the ideas that 
you can’t break away from.  No one can create greatness on their own. 
The energy that can be obtained from working with different people is 
a valuable asset to taking songs to another level.    
 
Girlattherockshow: Tell us your top 3 albums of the moment and why 
you love them! 
 
Derek: Oh man!  I’m WILDLY addicted to the new Alicia Keys record 
entitled “As I Am”!!  She is the closest thing we have to the Stevie 
Wonders, Aretha Franklins, and Marvin Gaye’s of the world.  She has 
soul, class and a hopeful message.  She is a musical goddess in my 
eyes and I appreciate her honesty and organic approach to pop music.  
I’ve also been listening to a lot of Keane lately…in particular, their last 
record “Under the Iron Sea”.  I’ve never heard such hopeful sounding 
music with such disgusted and frustrated lyrics.  It’s a really amazing 
dynamic that this band has.  I always get the vibe that “I’ve been 
through hell and back, but I’m going to be ok”.  You can’t put a price on 
musical emotion like that.  Other than that – I listen to a lot of blues, 
classic rock and I could never get sick of Led Zeppelin!  Metal wise – I 
think it’s a dismal time.  Everyone’s making meticulously perfect metal 
albums with no dynamics.  Pro Tool’s was an invention to make our 
lives easier,but now it’s created a whole generation of musical hacks 
that can play half assed shit in the studio and line it up perfect within 
seconds.  It bums me out, for sure.  There are people at the top of their 
game…..KsE, LOG, Unearth. Bands like In Flames, He Is Legend, 
Darkest Hour and a band I manage called Frozen – I believe that they 
are pushing the boundaries of heavy music.  But, I do notice that the 
scene is watered down with second rate versions of the 
aforementioned bands and it’s too bad.  I think a wave of “organic” and 
heartfelt /passionate music is on the horizon.  It’s refreshing to see 
some of the younger bands actually knowing how to PLAY!   
 
Girlattherockshow: Any bands you think we should be listening to? 
 
Derek: He Is Legend, Frozen (myspace.com/frozenusa), anything I 
mentioned previously, and GO BACK to older rock and metal that 
shaped the state of metal today.  If it wasn’t for The Beatles…..none of 
us would be here doing what we’re doing.  Dig deep and go back to 
know your history.   
 
Girlattherockshow: Any tours/festivals coming up you think we should 
be at? [Remember; LouciferSpeaks is an international website, and we 
have members from America to Poland as well as us Brits!]. 
 
Derek: Ooooooo…….well, I know there’s talks of stuff in the summer, 
but it’s all your annual stuff you already know about.  Not much new 
stuff.   
 
Girlattherockshow: Are you going to join the forum? Keep up to date 
with our news and reviews??? We have said many many positive 
things about you personally as well as Seemless [Yes, I shamelessly 
promoted the band to LouciferSpeaks members…Seemless even 
made video of the week!] 
 
Derek: Awe, well I appreciate the kind words and support…..means a 
lot to me!  I am travelling so often that it’s hard enough for me to keep 
up with my emails and myspace.  But, I’m very much active on the web 
and 99 out of 100 times….I get back to people.  It’s just very hard 
when you have limited access to getting online.  Anyone and everyone 
are welcome to check out my myspace and purevolume pages, 
located at: 
Myspace.com/derekkerswill 
Purevolume.com/derekkerswill 
Unearth.tv 
Myspace.com/unearth 
Myspace.com/kingdomofsorrow 
Myspace.com/burnyourwishesrock 
 
Girlattherockshow: Thanks again Derek for your support and the 
bloody wonderful music you give to us. To those of you reading this, 



you can check out Seemless website at www.seemlessband.com or 
Unearth, Derek’s current project, at www.myspace.com/unearth. If you 
haven’t done so already, check them out! 

 
 

 
INTERVIEW #3 

 
Band: Winterthrall / Interviewee:Steve Nelson  
Year: 2007  
www.winterthrall.com & myspace.com/winterthrall  
The full unedited interview can be found at: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/winterthrall.ht ml  
 
I first found out about Winterthrall when I was browsing through a 
Lokisson Records bulletin on MySpace. I'd never heard of the band 
before but (after a quick listen to a track on their MySpace page) I 
decided to order the album. When the album arrived I realised that my 
impulse buy had paid off - "Nightmares for the Sleepless" was a 
fantastic collection if Blackened Death Metal tracks that were perfect 
for banging your head to. Anyway, I recently got Steve to answer a few 
questions about the album... and a couple of other things as well...  
 
Lou: You guys play, what I would describe as, Blackened Death Metal. 
How would you describe the music on "Nightmares for the Sleepless" 
in your own words?  
 
Steve: Blackened Death Metal seems to be the appropriate 
description, we tend to think of it that way too.  
"Nightmares..." is our vision of metal. Aggressive, melodic, and at 
times slow and doom-like, each song is a unique chapter of audio 
landscapes and emotions. We try (mostly) to not pigeon-hole 
ourselves with one style of metal. Most of us, as most people do, grew 
up listening to a variety of different styles and types of music, and 
unintentionally the music writing just started going in that direction, 
leading up to this first album.  
 
Lou: After listening to the album, I was quite surprised to discover that 
you hail from California since you have quite a European sound. Was 
the 'European sound' intentional? Do you enjoy listening to a lot 
European metal bands - if so, which are your favourites?  
 
Steve: I don’t think it’s intentional. I've always enjoyed bands like 
Dismember, Bolt Thrower, Abigor, Carcass, Sodom, At The Gates, etc. 
and a lot of US bands too, the list goes on and on. Back to the point 
though, in my opinion, European metal has always had a classical 
polished sound that grabbed my attention. Great harmonies, flow, 
expression, and I'm not ruling out that it has influenced my way of 
playing/writing at all.  

 
Lou: How long has Winterthrall been together and are there any other 
Winterthrall releases out there that I need to add to my collection?  
 
Steve: As a full band since 2002, Rob and I had been kicking around 
song ideas before that while we were in Noctuary, and at one point we 
thought we would run with it. The only other "release" is our demo, 
"Autumn Caskets", which we put out in 2003. The title song was the 
only one to make it to the album (the others may pop-up on the new 
one, maybe). And the only other "unique" recording is ironically a 
Brutal Truth cover that was a hidden track on 1/4th of the promo CDs 
we distributed before the album was mastered.  

 
Lou: Who is in the band?  
 
Steve: At the moment Winterthrall is;  
Rob Alaniz, our drummer, hailing from such bands as Evil Dead, 
DespiseYou, and others. Ruben Lugo on bass/vocals, we had played 
in a different band years before. On guitars is Josh Standifer, amazing 
and energetic guy, having just joined us over a year ago. And I, Steve 
Nelson, handle guitar/vocals/ and the guitar synth.  
 
Lou: The lyrics to your songs are fantastic. I particularly like the ones in 
"Autumn Caskets" and "Edifice Of Betrayal" and "Blood From A Broken 
Wing". Where do you look for inspiration?  
 
Steve: I wait until a song is completed, and try to express the emotion 
or image I get from it. I've anyways enjoyed horror novels ( H.P. 
Lovecraft, A. Blackwood, King), which sometimes tend to influence my 
writing. Plus my general malaise for organized religion creeps in too.  
 
Lou: The riffs on the album are incredibly memorable. How do you 
come up with them? Do you find that they come to you instantly, or do 
you often tweak them a bit before you're happy with them?  
 
Steve: Usually I've got an idea, and by the time I'm done tweaking it, 
its something different. Sometimes a riff is born out of me challenging 
myself to try something new. Other times a song will just write itself 
with no mental effort. And even then, once it’s presented to the band, 
they add to it even more. Plus, since he’s joined, Josh is an ever 
flowing stream of ideas, and I have no idea where they come from.  
 
 Lou: I enjoy all of the tracks on the album, but the three tracks that 
especially stood out for me were "Autumn Caskets", "In Frozen 
Apathy" and "Light Of A Failing Sun". Which are your favourite tracks 
from the album and why?  
 
Steve: "In Frozen Apathy" is one of mine too, because it was so 
different for us, especially after Janis (Tanaka) came in and did all of 
her vocals completely unscripted. "Edifice Of Betrayal" and "Cycles Of 
The Flesh" are up there too. Those two I just like playing overall. 
"Blood from a Broken Wing" tends to be an overall band favorite.  
 
Lou: Is there anything about the album that you would do differently if 
given the choice, or did everything go according to plan?  
 
Steve: Certainly...There is a long list of things I would've liked to have 
changed or redone. It was our first attempt at doing a full length, we 
tried to record too many songs (9 out of 14 made it), plus dealing with 
a budget really can keep you from doing what you like and some 
songs suffered for it. We definitely learned a lot from this recording and 
we hope to improve on certain things, and avoid others, the next time 
around.  
 
Lou: Do you have any gigs planned outside of the US? Would you 
consider playing some shows in sunny England?  
 
Steve: Ha, That’s always the goal isn't it? Trust me, we're trying. I’ve 
played in France and Germany before and I would like to get 
Winterthrall over as well. Europe embraces metal in a way that is 
totally different from in the US (that’s not a negative US Metal 
statement either). And If we can pull it off anytime soon, England 
would definitely be on the list...  
 
Lou: What would your ideal Winterthrall gig be like? Who else would 
play and where/when would it be?  
 
Steve: Good question, there are a lot of different bands I think we 
would like to play with, the re-uniting of Carcass (if only for little while) 
and At The Gates, or Suffocation, cripes, the possibilities are many. 
And as I said earlier, a general European tour would be awesome. I 
could've think of some other US bands they we're friends with that I 
would bring too.  
 
Lou: OK, I'm going to do a few 'Top 3's now… basically because I like 
making lists! So...  
Top 3 movies of this year?  
 
Steve: I liked (for this year) Smokin' Aces, Grindhouse, and Hot Fuzz  
 
Lou: Top 3 reasons why the Loucifer Speaks readers should listen to 
Winterthrall?  
 



Steve: Geez, Its always good to try something new, hopefully its got 
something for everyone, and we're not pretentious or egocentric. We 
write and play metal because we enjoy it, not as an attempt to get 
famous or rich.  
 
Lou: Top 3 albums of 2007?  
 
Steve: Well the top 3 I’ve listened to this year would be, Arkhon 
Infaustus' - "Orthodoxyn", Evoken's -"Caress The Void", and Impaled's 
-"The Last Gasp".  
 
Lou: Top 3 beverages?  
 
Steve: Alcohol wise - Guinness, Newcastle, and on occasion a good 
Sake.  
 
Lou: Top 3 Winterthrall songs to play live?  
 
Steve: "Blood From a Broken Wing", "Autumn Caskets", and a new 
one, "Council of The Lost"  
 
Lou: Top 3 bands you'd like to share a stage with?  
 
Steve: Grrrrrr, too tough, too many to list, I'll have to get back to you on 
that one.  
 
Lou: What can we expect from Winterthrall in 2008?  
 
Steve: Well, we have about 95% of the new album written so far, its 
really just a matter of working out the kinks and then recording them. 
This new album, which is tentatively titled "Within The Church Of 
None", will be longer than the last, yet just as diverse. Beyond that, 
trying to up our regularity in playing live shows, going to new places, 
especially out side of the west coast or the US.  
 
Lou: Thanks for your time and - I know it sounds incredibly cheesy but 
– thank you for providing me with a superb album. It's got me through 
many a boring day at work!  
 
Steve: Thank You as well! Glad you enjoyed it and hope to make it 
your way soon! Cheers! 

 

THE FORUM 
 

Throughout this annual you may notice that we refer to “the forum” at 
various points. Now, this isn’t some mystical realm that only the 
chosen few can enter – No, this is the forum on LouciferSpeaks.com 
and it’s completely free for anyone to join. So, what are you waiting 
for?? 
 
On the forum we discuss everything and anything to do with Rock and 
Metal. If you’ve got a band that you want to talk about – just start a 
thread about them and I’m sure that one of our trusty members will 
have something to say about ‘em! 
 
There’s also a rather nifty little Bootlegs section. Rather than just limit it 
to CD or tape trading, we’ve also got some free (and completely legal) 
MP3s there for your downloading pleasure. Please note that on the 
Bootleg section no money will be given for CDs or tapes – this is 
purely on an exchange basis. 
 
We don’t just limit ourselves to music talk though – we also have a 
very Media section where we talk about the best (and, often worst) 
movies we’ve seen, books we’ve read and games we’ve played. In the 
new year I’m planning to add a Media Reviews section to the main 
website – so if you feel like reviewing a book, game or movie for us 
then please get in touch. 
 
Another fantastic thing about our forum is that we recently added a 
section for Deathdoom Productions. Not only does Luke review CDs 
and gigs, but he also manages the awesome Opinicus!   
 
I thought it would be nice to give you some idea of what to expect in 
forum-land… so I got a few members of the forum to fill in a 
questionnaire… 
 
What's your username on the Loucifer Speaks forum?  
GirlAtTheRockShow. 
 
How did you originally find out the about forum?  I sit opposite Lou, 

and she refused to say anything other than "Join my forum" to me, until 
I did so. :| It was actually quite terrifying! 
 
How often do you come onto the forum/site?  Every day, Mon - Fri 
and if I get onto a computer at home in my Mum's, I'll log on quickly 
then too. 
 
What is your favourite board on the Loucifer Speaks  forum and 
why? (eg General Music Talk, Metal, Fun & Games, et c) Er, I think 
the Media reviews as I get more of a chance to watch films and games 
and such...and I have a strong opinion on lots of things, ie Xbox vs 
Playstation. But general music talk, too  
 
Have you ever written a review or interview for 
LouciferSpeaks.com and, if so, what was it?  Yes. I've done an 
interview with Seemless and more recently, reviews of Kaiser Chiefs & 
Fratellis. Also, a special something with a special someone very 
recently! 
 
Have you 'discovered' any bands because of the post s, interviews 
or reviews on Loucifer Speaks? If so, which ones?  Yes!!! I've 
always taken a chance on things people suggest and such, and I'm 
usually pleasantly surprised.  
 
Have you bought/downloaded, or wanted to buy/downlo ad, any 
albums that have been reviewed on the site or talke d about on the 
forum? If so, which ones? Lou made me buy the Seemless album. I 
would have done so anyway, but she pushed me so she could listen! 
 
Are you a staff member on the Loucifer Speaks forum ? If so, what 
is your role?  I am indeedie. I am fun & games person as well as head 
of promotions. Because I tell everyone to join. And I'm quite scary.  
 
Have you ever taken part in any of the competitions  on Loucifer 
Speaks and have you ever won anything?  Yes. I won a CD a few 
months back, and Member of the Month twice. Its been quite good fun 
really. �  
 
Is there anything in the current metal / rock scene  that could be 
improved?  Yes. Maybe a mass murder of some rubbish bands...that'd 
clean it up a bit. Although, sods law says that if the band dies, their CD 
sales rocket! 
 
Which band / album is your top tip for 2008?  Keep watching out for 
Seemless to maybe come back....but otherwise, Unearth, with Derek 
as their new drummer!!! 
 
What's your username on the Loucifer Speaks 
forum? paranoidmexican009 
 
How did you originally find out the about forum? I forgot haha! But 
I’m glad I’m here! 
 
How often do you come onto the forum/site?  It’s been too long. Shit 
happens and I’m not on the comp as much. 
 
What is your favourite board on the Loucifer Speaks  forum and 
why? (eg General Music Talk, Metal, Fun & Games, et c) I love the 
whole forum, the metal section kicks ass! 
 
Have you ever written a review or interview for 
LouciferSpeaks.com and, if so, what was it?  I think I wrote 3, plus 2 
interviews. 
 
Have you 'discovered' any bands because of the post s, interviews 
or reviews on Loucifer Speaks? If so, which ones?  None yet, like I 
said it's been a while. 
 
Have you bought/downloaded, or wanted to buy/downlo ad, any 
albums that have been reviewed on the site or talke d about on the 
forum? If so, which ones?  Not yet 
 
Are you a staff member on the Loucifer Speaks forum ? If so, what 
is your role?  No, I’m just a lazy guest writer �   
 
Have you ever taken part in any of the competitions  on Loucifer 
Speaks and have you ever won anything?  I don’t think I have. 
 
Is there anything in the current metal / rock scene  that could be 
improved?  The amount of posers needs to drop by 100% 
 



Which band / album is your top tip for 2008?  Iced Earth and 
Pyramaze's new albums in 2008 are going to kick some major f**king 
ass!!!! 
 
 
 
What's your username on the Loucifer Speaks forum?  
Lord Konrad Chaos 
 
How did you originally find out about the forum?  
Society of Lost Freedom 
 
How often do you come onto the forum/site?  
Once every few days 
 
What is your favourite board on the Loucifer Speaks  forum and 
why? (eg General Music Talk, Metal, Fun & Games, et c) 
General Music Talk, talks about music in general �  
 
Have you ever written a review or interview for 
LouciferSpeaks.com and, if so, what was it?  
Loads, Turisas, Apocalyptica, Cradle of Filth, Destruction... 
 
Have you 'discovered' any bands because of the post s, interviews 
or reviews on Loucifer Speaks? If so, which ones?  
Not really... 
 
Have you bought/downloaded, or wanted to buy/downlo ad, any 
albums that have been reviewed on the site or talke d about on the 
forum? If so, which ones?  
Ish, but I wanted them before hand. 
 
Are you a staff member on the Loucifer Speaks forum ? If so, what 
is your role?  
Nope 
 
Have you ever taken part in any of the competitions  on Loucifer 
Speaks and have you ever won anything?  
Yes, the Destruction CD! 
 
Is there anything in the current metal / rock scene  that could be 
improved?  
Surgical removal of the emo/scene kids... 
 
Which band / album is your top tip for 2008?  
Oh, Slipknot are back!�
 
 

COMPETITION TIME! 
 
Wanna win stuff? Here’s how! 
 
At Loucifer Speaks we like to give away prizes… and this time with got 
a few goodies to give away including a Dyonisis album, a Rise To 
Addiction EP and whatever else we can find to give to you! 
 
All you have to do to win is sign up to the Loucifer Speaks forum and 
then send an email to lou@louciferspeaks.com with the subject “I 
wanna win!” and the following information: 
 
Name:  
Forum Name:  
 
The winner will be contacted on 15th February 2008  via email. They 
will then be asked for their address/where they would like the prize 
sent. If the winner does not reply within one month, the prize will be 
given to someone else. 
 
The winner will be chosen at random. I imagine that we’ll have 
a pick-the-name-out-of-the-hat kinda thing �  
To sign up to the forum, go to www.LouciferSpeaks.com and click on 
“Forum”. Then click on “Register”. 
Or, alternatively, go to: 
http://louciferspeaks.proboards104.com/index.cgi?action=register 
 
 

 
 

 

MORE CD REVIEWS 
 

Guest Reviewer: LordSlop   
Om – “Pilgrimage” (2007)  
Rating: 9 / 10 
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/om .html  

 
Om was formed from the rhythm section of 
great stoner band Sleep, but Om’s work is 
definitely original. A short album (iTunes 
lists it as an EP), at only about half an 
hour, it nevertheless creates an illusion of 
space, via the two long songs, Pilgrimage 
and Bhima’s Theme. I have had it for a 
month or so, but for some reason only first 
listened to it a day or two ago.  
 
The album revolves around the repeating 

circular mantra of the title track (and its reprise), a hauntingly 
atmospheric and faintly Arabic-sounding chant which I enjoy, though 
some might find it wears the patience somewhat (15 minutes of it). It 
wouldn’t be much of an album without any sense of contrast, however, 
and this comes in the form of the other two songs, Bhima’s Theme and 
Unitive Knowledge of the Godhead, both of which contain cool riffs, of 
the ‘Holy Mountain’ variety. The former, a thoughtful cosmic saga (the 
lyrics are near-incomprehensible) in musical form, links in to the title 
track between passages of down-tuned doominess and meditative 
quiet, while the latter is an excellent short song, again sharing in the 
hypnotic central melody. Cisneros’ vocals, always exemplary, fit in 
beautifully with the haunting essence, and overall I’m a bit of a happy 
bunny.  

***** 
Balfor - “Pure Barbaric” EP (2007) 
www.balfor.info  & myspace.com/balforhorde    
Rating: 9.2 / 10  
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/ba lfor.html  
 
Up until last week I had no idea 
who Balfor were. Now, thanks to 
a MySpace bulletin, I've become 
addicted to their most recent EP - 
"Pure Barbaric". The bulletin I 
read told me that a band called 
Balfor had released their EP as a 
free online download. I didn't 
really read much more than that - 
all I was bothered about was 
treating my ear drums to some 
free music. So, I clicked along to 
their website and downloaded the 
four tracks on the EP. After my first listen I realised that I needed to 
know more about the band - so it was then that I re-read the bulletin 
and had a look around the website. Balfor hail from Ukraine and play a 
very melodic version of Black Metal and Death Metal.  
"Shadow Of My Raven Wings" not only has a fantastic title, but is also 
the opener to this EP. The riff and beat make it near impossible to 
keep still while you're listening to it and the melody really engages you. 
The guitar solo really makes your ears sit up and take notice and really 
proves that Balfor are a head and shoulders above other bands of this 
ilk.  
"Light's Demise" picks up the pace and has the kind of riff that makes 
me imagine of the world after an apocalypse... Or at least after a huge 
battle... It has the air of victory yet finality about it.  
As soon as "In A Thunder Of Ancient Glory" starts, it almost begs me 
to start wind-milling along with it.  
"Pure Barbaric" is the most Death Metal-esque track out of the four 
and closes the EP in a way that shows Balfor mean business.  
I must admit to being a little concerned before listening to this EP. I did 
wonder that since "Pure Barbaric" was being given away free - was it 
any good? Thankfully it was and I'm looking forward to hearing a full-
length from the band. 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sammath - “Strijd" (1999)  
www.sammath.nl  & myspace.com/sammath666    
Rating: 9.5 / 10  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/sammathstrijd.ht ml 
  

My journey into the world of Sammath 
was a bit backwards. I started with their 
most recent album, “Dodengang” and 
then moved on to their 1999 release 
“Strijd”. When I first put “Strijd” into the 
CD player I was expecting more of the 
same sort of thing as I got with 
“Dodengang”. One of the first 
differences that I noticed was in the 
production - even though “Dodengang” 
remains pretty gritty, it is still cleaner 
than that on “Strijd”. “Strijd” has an 
entirely different atmosphere than the 

newer album. While “Dodengang” gave the impression of war, “Strijd” 
makes me feel like it’s the end of the world. 
For a long time “Dodengang” was my favourite out of the two releases. 
I’m guessing this is because it’s that bit more accessible on the first 
few listens and I’m completely familiar with it now. That is until I 
decided to listen to “Strijd” properly and review it. I found that once I 
gave the album my full attention, the tracks seemed to take on new 
aspects. It proved to be a very rewarding experience.  
 
“De Glorie Van Het Slagveld” opens album in a way that makes you 
take notice. Sammath take no prisoners. The organ parts that break up 
the onslaught are a fantastic start and when the guitars join it with the 
same melody, there’s a brilliant wall of sound.  
 
I have to confess that “Zwaardbroeders Bij De Bergengte” is one of my 
favourite Sammath songs ever (in spite of the fact that I cannot 
pronounce it‘s name!). Period. The keys provide a lighter and hypnotic 
layer to this Black Metal track, while never taking anything away from 
the brutal atmosphere.  
 
The title track is also the longest track on the album. It begins with a 
slightly ‘doom’ tempo before speeding up to what I now expect of the 
band. Something that Sammath do incredibly well is work include a 
number of different elements in their tracks. In the various songs here I 
can hear a couple of guitars, various keys, various vocal parts 
(particularly at the start of this track). On first listen you may believe 
that Sammath are pretty straightforward Black Metal band, but the 
complexity of the tracks becomes apparent once you immerse yourself 
in them.  
The thing that really stood out for me on “Drakenbloed” was the vocals. 
While they are of the same style as on the rest of the album, to me 
they just seem more prominent here.  
“De Heidense Vlam Zal Branden” (I’m very glad that the titles on 
“Dodengang” are easier to spell and remember!) is a brutal and 
savage piece of work. It seems to get to the point immediately and the 
almost tortured sound of the vocals work brilliantly.  
While “Als Duisternis De Kastreel Torens Bedekt” is the shortest track 
on this album, it does have an incredibly epic feel to it. It opens with 
the sounds of the ocean which is then joined with what I think is an 
organ. Once the sound of the ocean stops, you are left with an 
unnerving feeling. It’s just you and that creepy organ…and some 
voices.  
“Met De Strijdbijl in Mijn Hand” launches out of the darkness like it was 
the monster the previous track was building up to. It slaps you around 
the face with a clawed hand and punishes you for ever letting your 
guard down in the previous track. I think that it’s a combination of how 
well this track stands up on its own and the juxtaposition between it 
and the previous track (and, of course, how well they both work 
together) that has led this one to be my second favourite on the album. 
The way the track, and album, ends abruptly is yet another excellent 
touch.  
And so the question remains: Which Sammath album is better? “Strijd” 
or “Dodengang”? Had you asked me this question a few months ago, I 
would have said “Dodengang” without a doubt. Now, I’m not so sure. 
“Strijd” has got it’s bloody claws in me and refuses to let go. If you 
enjoyed “Dodengang” then it’s definitely worth picking up “Strijd” as 
well.  
…and since I cannot decide which is better, I shall give this album the 
same rating as the other one! 

***** 
 

Guest Reviewer: deathdoom   
Hellish Crossfire - “Slaves Of The Burning Pentagra m” (2007) 
Official Website currently unknown. 
Rating: 3/5  
Website Link: 
http://www.louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/hellishcross fire.html  
 
Frantic Black Metal with hardcore 
horror influences and a dark overall 
mood, fast paced and full throttle 
throughout. All good points but "Slaves 
Of The Burning Pentagram" never truly 
inspires more than a casual interest, 
and comes across as rather two 
dimensional. Whilst their music is 
played well and with passion, it seems 
that Hellish Crossfire base their music 
more on their attitude than any musical 
flair. Having said that this isn't a bad 
album and if you love it hard and heavy, then that’s one area that 
Hellish Crossfire do deliver.  
 

***** 
Chthonian Alchemy - “The Awakening” (2007)  
myspace.com/chthonianalchemy    
Rating: 8.9 / 10 
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/chthonianalchemy .html  
 

To say that I’m pleased that I 
found Chthonian Alchemy on 
MySpace is an understatement. 
I’m f*ckin’ over the moon!  
This two man band has recently 
released a two track demo called 
“The Awakening”. Both of the 
tracks featured on the demo are 
also available to listen to on the 
band’s MySpace, so make sure 
you check them out if this seems 
to be your kind of thing. The band 
formed in 2006 in Athens, Greece 
and is the brainchild of Andreas 
“Denwar” and Grigoris Pavlis.  

What genre do Chthonian Alchemy fall into? Well, it would make my 
job a lot easier if they would comfortably fit in one particular pigeon-
hole, but - the fact is - they don’t. Within just two songs they have 
combined the bits I love from Doom and Goth Metal along with some 
fantastic Black Metal bits.  
 
The first track, “Moirai”, is beautifully melodic and incredibly dark. You 
can imagine yourself transcending into the depths of some gothic 
dungeon while this accompanies you on your journey. “Renaissance” 
begins with haunting keyboards and vocals., then at around 1mins 40 
seconds in, everything toughens up and there’s a more sinister 
atmosphere.  
 
It amazes me at how large and full this demo feels - especially 
considering (and I know I’ve mentioned this already in this review) that 
the band only has two members and the CD only has two tracks. If 
only this CD was a little longer then I could sneak it into my “Favourite 
Albums of 2007” list! I’ve mentioned in reviews in the past that I enjoy 
music that has the ability to transport the listener to another place (a la 
Novembre etc) and Chthonian Alchemy certainly achieve this. I highly 
expect that I will be purchasing a full length album from them at some 
point in the not-too-distant future.  
 
This is definitely a band to check out if you’re a fan of dark metal - and 
they‘re definitely a band to get excited about. I can assure you that you 
won’t be disappointed. 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Guest Reviewer: Lord Konrad Chaos   
Turisas - “The Varangian Way” (2007)  
www.turisas.com/  & myspace.com/turisasofficial    
Rating: 9.5 / 10  
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/tu risas.html  
 
This concept album follows the 
journey of a group of Northmen, 
known as the Varangians, as they 
sail and make their way to Kiev and 
Constantinople, and further. Each 
and every song, bar In The Court Of 
Jarisleif, maintain and improve this 
feel that this is an epic album.  
 
Epic is really the only word that can 
be used for this album. The 
occasional booming choir, 
thunderous drums, and calming violin, mixing in together, just works. 
The album blends guitar, violin and the accordion together so well. The 
use of classical instruments in metal isn't entirely alien anymore, but 
Turisas pull it off so will in this album. Sometimes, knowing what solo 
is played on a guitar is impossible compared to Olli's violin solos.  
 
Mathias's vocals on this album are varied, yet have an edge (or 
accent) that makes them so memorable, you will be singing along to 
these songs soon enough. The screaming is rough, and emotional, 
without becoming the sort of wailing found on a lot of new bands these 
days. But his singing itself is also good, not at the same sort of power 
as Howard Jones (Killswitch Engage) maybe, but there is a heart-filled 
feel to it.  
 
The songs focus purely on the journey, and the protagonist finding 
himself during the travels too, so no mention of love, sex, drugs, only 
the brotherhood between him and his men. Names crop up multiple 
times during the album. You want to know more about people like 
Ingvar, Osmo, Dalk, Kyy, Kokko, Ulf, Turo, the Tostensson twins, 
Hakon the Bastard, the list goes on. You feel for these men, and 
knowing that they face a journey that they can't leave. They won't be 
able to return home, and some won't even make the journey itself. 
Again, this album is epic.  

***** 
 
 
 
Shameful Behaviour - “Get Shameful” (2007) 
www.shamefulbehaviour.com  & 
myspace.com/shamefulbehaviour   
Rating: 8.9/10  
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/sh ameful.html  

 
I have to admit that over the past 
couple of weeks I have been a little 
bit pissed off. Usually when I’m like 
this I reach for the nearest extreme 
metal album, throw it on and unleash 
my anger that way. This time was a 
little different since I’d been planning 
to review this EP by Shameful 
Behaviour… and strangely enough, it 
provided me with the perfect cure.  
As far as image is concerned, 
Shameful Behaviour look a lot like 
KISS – just check out their photos on 

their MySpace page – but musically you get a lot more than that. 
Listening to this 5 track EP I was reminded of legendary bands such as 
Cream, Thin Lizzy and Jimi Hendrix... with a fresh twist.  
 
The EP kicks off with a track called "Big Brother". It’s a mid to fast 
paced rocker which I’d imagine to be quite a hit at gigs. While this is a 
good song, personally I would not have chosen to open the EP with 
it… instead I’d choose to open it with "Insanity Rising".  
"Insanity Rising" has a fantastic opening riff and the vocals are 
incredibly catchy. Listen to this track a couple of times and then try to 
get the song out of your head. Try it… it won’t work. The lead guitar 
nods to the genius of Zakk Wylde – purely for the odd squealed 
harmonic here and there. This is good, honest rock n' roll – just how I 
like it!  
Next up is "Stepping Stone" which is my favourite track on this EP. I 
just cannot find a fault with it. It makes me smile, it’s got a great hook 
and I can sing along!  

"Screwed Up" sounds like the kind of song that the crowd claps along 
to at gigs. I would clap along to it now, but I’m afraid that the other 
people in my office would decide that I’m definitely insane and commit 
me to the nearest asylum.  
The final track, "Killjoys", was a little bit of a grower for me. On my first 
listen to the EP I thought it was 'alright' but now – after a few listens – 
it’s one of my favourites. The lyrics are absolutely spot on and if you at 
least tap your foot while listening to it I shall just presume that you are 
dead – haha!  
 
Overall, this is a 'must have' for anyone into the Classic Rock sound. 
Shameful Behaviour have provided us with 5 well written songs that 
deserve to be listened to.  
On a slightly more random note, I’ve been watching a lot of 
'Supernatural' lately. Fans of the show will know that Dean (one of the 
main characters) is a HUGE fan of Classic Rock and many Classic 
Rock tracks have been featured on the show. I can easily imagine at 
least 3 of these songs on that show... 
  

 

INTERVIEW #4 
 

LOUCIFER SPEAKS 
– 

“ANNUAL” EXCLUSIVE!  
 

Guest Writer: Lord Konrad Chaos 
Band: Abgott / Interviewee: Agamoth  
Year: 2007  
http://www.abgott.co.uk/  
This interview is an exclusive to this annual, but it will be added to the 
website in 2008. 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos: What got you into Black Metal? 
 
Agamoth: I was sick of the death metal scene turning too poser and to 
cool want to be! I used to exchange tapes with a guy in Norway back in 
early nineties, which lately got killed. That man sent me lots of wicked 
evil sounding stuff and luckily it got me so badly that I found something 
that sounded better, more extreme and more evil then death metal and 
was more real and unique! So, I could not hold it and I started to mess 
around with it! 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos: Who are your favourite bands? 
 
Agamoth: Still today I listen to lots of metal 360 degree so it is 
impossible to list them all, but in black metal I would say Mayhem (all 
their releases), Darkthrone (fav album – “Transylvanian Hunger”), 
Immortal (fav album – “Blizzard Beast”). A few more albums: Dark 
Funeral – “Secrets of the Black Arts”, Marduk – “Heaven Shall Burn”, 
Satyricon – “Nemesis Divina”, Emperor – “Nightside Eclipse”, Burzum 
(all his releases) and shit loads of more bands and albums, but 
those do stand out as my all the time favourites! 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos: Who would win in a fight, Dimmu Borgir or Cradle 
of Filth? (Sorry, had 
to be asked XD) 
 
Agamoth: Well those two bands are equal in every aspect and in 
whatever they try to do, so likely they will kill each other equally...! 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos: How old were you when you decided to get into 
music and start a band? 
 
Agamoth: I was 16 (quite late) but I got hooked up on Black Sabbath 
(Ronnie James Dio era) and Iron Maiden mainly! My first ever bought 
magazine (called Metal Shock - Italy) had an article by the headline: 
“Why do you play guitar?” and the people interviewed were: Dave 
Mustaine, Marty Friedman, Yngwie Malmsteen, and few more... that 
f**ked me up badly hahahahaha!!!! 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos:  Have the members of Abgott always known 
eachother, even before the band, or were you strangers when it 
started? 
 
Agamoth: Abgott has had several change of line up along the journey 
since 1997 when I started this project, but this latest line up was just 
mainly coincidence, I met Antichrist through one of my mate’s guitarist 



back in 2003, I met Thanatos through the Guitar Institute in London 
while we both were studying popular music and I needed a session, 
back in 2004 he liked it and he joined the band. Finally in 2006 Azael 
met me during a drunk night in a South London metal venue, after he 
saw Abgott live and as we were changing bass player, he literally 
proclaimed himself the new Abgott bassist and there he is. 
 

 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos: Have you got any words of advice for the readers 
of LouciferSpeaks who want to start a band? 
 
Agamoth: OK... prepare to suffer never give up it is your dream and 
your passion, most of the time your reason to live this shit life; so if u 
can cope with suffering, disillusion, being tricked, but also receive so 
much pay back after such enormous amount of work and sleepless 
nights and fights with those you think you can trust, but they just stab u 
in the back, then go for it, because it is way worth it and you will taste 
what no one does, having a band isn't easy task, but once it starts to 
roll you really find the energy and the will to carry on and nothing else 
really matter anymore! Enthusiasm through hate, anger rebellion, will 
to be unique, will guide your step towards infinite and unknown 
dimensions (no I’m not on drugs I don't use that shit)!  So, do you want 
to start a band? You know you will serve music well? Then do it 
because we need new coming great musicians and unique bands. We 
need to build a new scene, we need a New Wave Of British Heavy (or 
Black) Metal back again, because this country created it and others 
have destroyed it!!! So, if there is any of you out there up for such a 
quest, rise up and start to fight for it!!! 
This is a vision, you can make it become reality!!! 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos: What is your favourite country to play in? And is 
the atmosphere in each different? 
 
Agamoth: Ok every country reacts differently to metal music, some 
have stereotypes in their f**ked up heads, others are careless and 
enjoy the ride beginning to the end, it is always a new adventure all the 
time you jump on a new stage. But, my favourite of them all? ... UK - 
the best crowd ever!!! British audiences believe and support to the 
core if they understand they have not being bullshitted! So, I respect 
this crowd above them all! 
 
Lord Konrad Chaos: Thank you! I'll send you the link to the 'Annual' 
after it's finished! 
 
Agamoth: Thank you for asking these questions. I hope they serve you 
well! Thanks from the band! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A FEW GIG REVIEWS 
 
Band(s): Devilish Impressions and Thus Defiled  
Venue: The Underworld, Camden  
Date: 24 February 2007  
Website: www.devilish-impressions.com  and 
www.thusdefiled.com   
Label: Conquer Records and Shadowflame Productions 
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/gigreview/a lldayer.html  
 
This was part of the All-Dayer to celebrate the launch of Thus Defiled’s 
brand new album (“Daemonspawn”). My two main reasons for coming 
to this gig were the bands listed above – Devilish Impressions and 
Thus Defiled.  
 
Devilish Impressions hit the stage at around 7ish after a very long 
soundcheck. Due to time restrains the band only ended up playing 
three songs… but in those three songs they proved that they were a 
band to captivate an audience. The crowd seemed to be more 
energetic compared to gig they did recently at the Electrowerkz. This is 
a very good sign!  
After the set, I spoke to the band and discovered that they will be 
playing some more dates in this neck of the woods in October… and 
on those dates they have promised to play more than three songs! 
They are also working on the follow-up to “Plurima Mortis Imago”, 
which should be recorded after they have completed their current tour 
with Marduk. This is a hard-working and incredibly talented band that 
needs your attention!  

 
Headliners Thus Defiled were exactly as I expected – Damn good! 
Home-grown Black Metal doesn’t come much better than this! They 
played a number of tracks from the new album and the crowd lapped 
them up like the hungry little demons they are. After this set, I’m really 
looking forward to getting my hands on “Daemonspawn”.  
Obviously there were more bands at this all-dayer (there were nine in 
total), but due to the consumption of alcohol (and the fact that I’ve slept 
since then!), I’ve forgotten quite a lot of the details! I do thinkm 
however, that the following bands deserve a mention…  
Necrosadistic Goat Torture put on a great set – especially since they 
were on so early in the day. The line-up had changed completely since 
I last saw them and I think it’s better for it. In this case, a change 
definitely does do you good!  
Even though I missed part of their set, DesolatioN are definitely worthy 
of a mention. They were probably one of the more melodic bands on 
the bill and they are definitely one of the best bands around at the 
moment. If you enjoy your Black Metal to be melodic with a slightly 
proggy edge, then this is the band for you.  
All in all, this was a great day – there should be more gigs like this! 

***** 
 

Band: Hellsaw 
Venue: The Underworld, Camden 
Date: 13 December 2007 
Website: www.hellsaw.com  & www.myspace.com/hellsawmusic  
Label: Folter Records  



This review is exclusive to the annual, but it will be added to the 
website at some point during 2008. 
 
After citing “Phantasm” as one of my favourite albums of this year, I 
jumped at the chance to go and see them at The Underworld. So, on 
the evening of the 13th I downed a couple of Strongbows, braved the 
Northern Line and headed into Camden.  
 
We arrived at the venue just as Hellsaw were onstage, so there’s a 
strong possibility that I may have missed a song.  However, I’m here to 
tell you about what I did see – not what I didn’t! Hellsaw played 
through a number of songs from “Phantasm” and I found that I 
recognised them instantly.  While playing live will obviously never be 
exactly the same as the music on the CD, Hellsaw managed to get it 
damn close! Even in a live situation, Hellsaw were capable of getting 
across the same atmosphere as the do on the album. There’s a 
fantastic mystical / naturalistic aura to them that has captivated me 
from the very first time I heard them on MySpace… and continues to 
captivate me now. 
 
They also played several songs that were not on “Phantasm” and this 
has made me want to track down more of their work to add to my 
collection. 
 
Their set was everything I’d hoped it would be and a little more.   
 

***** 
 
Guest Reviewer: paranoidmexican009  aka Adam  
Band(s): Blind Guardian and Leaves Eyes  
Venue: Not Stated  
Date: 10 December 2006  
Website: www.blind-guardian.com    
Label: Nuclear Blast  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/gigreview/blindguardian.h tml  
 
The concert last night was incredible. It was my second concert I've 
seen so I took my brother Christian, and popped his concert cherry. 
This was the very first time that Blind Guardian and Leaves Eyes 

played in Houston. 
It was truly a show 
to remember.  
 
The opening band, 
Leaves Eyes were 
from Finland or 
something. But 
they know how to 
f**king rock! Their 
female lead singer 
was amazing. Her 
voice was quite 
good. The other 
singer singed in a 
death-metal type 
voice and had hair 
down to his ass. 
F**kin crazy. Their 
guitarists were 
also incredible. 
Both I believe 
were using ESP 
Guitars, a very 
good brand of 
guitars. Their 

songs were both heavy and melodic. The female singer whould sing in 
a lovely voice as the male singer growled on. At one point the male 
singer went up the crowd, thrusting his microphone and hugging fans. 
Thair bass player was f**king crazy because he played by slapping his 
hand on the strings to make that badass sound.  
Blind Guardian. Simply Amazing. They started off with a song from 
their first CD I believe. I can't really remember what songs they played 
except for Fly, The Bards Song (yes I sang along), Imaginations From 
The Other Side, Time Stands Still, Valhalla. Their show was simply 
amazing. I can’t even begin to tell you how good it was. As always 
Hansi's voice did not disappoint. Their guitarists were also just as 
amazing. Andre and Marcus both played their heart out. F**kin 
Awesome. Frederik's drum work was just as badass.  
When they were done and walked off people started chanting. 
"Guardian!, Guardian!, Guardian!, GUARDIAN!!!" and Blind Guardian 

again took the stage for 3 more kickass songs. When they were done 
they started throwing stuff. Christian almost caught a drumstick. The 
bass player threw a bottle of water which I caught and drank. The 
guitarists threw their pics but I didn’t get one. Oh Well. It was an 
amazing show, and both bands were f**king kickass. 
 

 

OUT WITH THE OLD… 
 

2007 
Written by Loucifer  
 
2007 has been a bit of a crap year for me money-wise.  I’ve missed out 
on quite a few good shows and festivals…However, this does mean 
that I’ve spent a large amount of time listening to a shockingly huge 
amount of music and, thus, I’ve discovered one or two amazing bands. 
 
Sadly, 2007 also had it’s low points and the most notable of those the 
passing of Vitek.  As far as I’m concerned, Vitek will be remembered 
through the music that he made with Decapitated and my thoughts 
remain with his friends and family. R.I.P Vitek. 
 
2007 also saw one of my favourite bands call it quits – Handful of 
Hate. I’m hoping that this will just be an extended hiatus and that they’ll 
be back some day! If you’re interested in the band, there is an 
interview with them on the website – just go to the Interviews link. 
 
On a somewhat lighter note, I recently asked the folks on the Loucifer 
Speaks forum what their highs and lows of 2007 were… and here are 
the answers I received: 
 

Lord Konrad Chaos:  
Music  
Best Album:  Turisas - The Varangian Way 
Best Song:  Apocalyptica - I'm Not Jesus 
Best Gig:  Cradle of Filth - April 29th, Portsmouth Wedgewood Rooms 
Best Album Cover:  Nightwish - Dark Passion Play 
Best Single or EP:  Serj Tankian - Empty Walls 
Most Promising Band:  Sanctity 
Most Disappointing Album:  Drowning Pool - Full Circle 
Top Ten Albums of 2007:  
1. Turisas - The Varangian Way 
2. Killswitch Engage - As Daylight Dies Special Edition 
3. Dethklock - Dethalbum 
4. Dimmu Borgir - In Sorte Diaboli 
5. HIM - Venus Doom 
6. Kittie - Funeral For Yesterday 
7. Machine Head - The Blackening 
8. Within Temptation - The Heart of Everything 
9. Tenacious D - The Pick of Destiny 
10. Sanctity - Road to Bloodshed 
 
Forum  
Most Active Member:  Rockgoddess 
Favourite Staff Member:  Loucifer 
Most Creative Member:  Ruins of Tomorrow 
Funniest Member:  Girlattherockshow 
Member Most Likely To Take Over The World:  Girlattherockshow 
Most Mysterious Member:  Grave 
 
Other  
Best Movie:  Ghost Rider 
Best Movie Soundtrack:  Halloween 2007 
Most Disappointing Movie:  Spider-Man 3 
Best Game:  Guitar Hero II 
Most Disappointing Game:  Gears of War 
Best Console:  Xbox 360 
Best Book:  Fulgrim 
 

�
 

Loucifer:  
Music : 
Best Album:  This is such a tough one. I honestly don’t know. This isn’t 
because no good albums have been released – it’s quite the opposite! 
Take a look at my Top Ten list to see the albums that I think should be 
mentioned here. 



Best Song:  Not sure yet, but "Sleepwalking Past Hope" by HIM is 
certainly a worthy contender. 
Best Gig:  Thus Defiled / Devilish Impressions at The Underworld in 
February. 
Best Album Cover:  Epinikion – “Epinikion” 
Best Single or EP:  There’s a few: "Demonic Sanatorium" by Matron, 
“The Height Of Paranoia” by Chris Pierson, “Pure Barbaric” by Balfor… 
the list could go on and on… Oh! And Snakebite’s EP (I think it was an 
EP!) was really good! 
Most Promising Band:  Balfor, Nephwrack, Winterthrall, etc 
Most Disappointing Album:  I’m not sure… I’ve managed to avoid 
most of the bad ones. 
Top Ten Albums of 2007:  
1. Hellsaw – “Phantasm” 
2. Omnium Gatherum – “Stuck Here On Snakes Way” 
3. Devian – “Ninewinged Serpent” 
4. Vesania – “Distractive Killusions” 
5. Winterthrall – “Nightmares For The Sleepless” 
6. Machine Men – “Circus Of Fools” 
7. Valfeanor – “En ny Tid” 
8. Foscor – “The Smile Of The Sad Ones” 
9. Sear Bliss – “Arcane Odyssey” 
10. Nephwrack – “The Once And Future King” 
This was incredibly difficult. I started off the year thinking that there 
were no good albums… then a load of excellent ones came out. 
There’s plenty more albums that I could mention, but sadly I was 
limited to the 10. For instance, there’s “Dodengang” by Sammath. I 
didn’t include it because I think it was released in ’06, rather than ’07… 
but, if I did include it I’d put it pretty high in that list. I’d also like to 
mention “Venus Doom” by HIM. This is another album that could’ve 
been in my Top Ten, but I found that there just wasn’t enough spaces! 
“Venus Doom” was definitely a return to form for HIM. …wait, when did 
the Abysmal Dawn album come out? That should be up there too!  Oh, 
and I feel I should also mention Morian’s album – that was amazing! 
There are also a few albums that I’ve yet to hear. I should also add 
that the list is pretty interchangeable. At various points in this year 
each of those albums have been my number 1. 
 
Forum  
Most Active Member:  Either Lord Konrad Chaos or girlattherockshow. 
Favourite Staff Member:  I love them all equally �   
Most Creative Member:  Ruins Of Tomorrow 
Funniest Member:  girlattherockshow or elsod 
Member Most Likely To Take Over The World:  Me! Or 
girlattherockshow! 
Most Mysterious Member:  ed or Grave. 
 
Other  
Best Movie:  “30 Days Of Night”, “Planet Terror” or “28 Weeks Later” 
Best Movie Soundtrack:  Not sure 
Most Disappointing Movie:  Spider-Man 3 
Best Game:  I don’t know, but I do really like “Blazing Angels” for the 
Xbox 360. 
Most Disappointing Game:  Not sure 
Best Console:  XBox 360 
Best Book:  Either “Heart Shaped Box” by Joe Hill, “Before They Are 
Hanged” by Joe Abercrombie, “World War Z” by Max Brooks or 
“Plague Of The Dead (The Morningstar Strain)” by Z.A Recht. I know a 
couple of those may not have come out in 2007, but hey! 

 
 

Grave:  
Music  
Best Album:  Reuben - In Nothing We Trust or Dimmu Borgir - In Sorte 
Diaboli 
Best Song:  Soilwork - 20 More Miles 
Best Gig:  Not sure yet. 
Best Album Cover:  Machine Head - The Blackening 
Best Single or EP:  Trivium - Anthem (We Are The Fire) 
Most Promising Band:  Reuben 
Most Disappointing Album:  Soilwork - Sworn To A Great Divide 
Top Ten Albums of 2007:  
(In No Order) 
Reuben - In Nothing We Trust 
Dimmu Borgir - In Sorte Diaboli 
Machine Head - The Blackening 
Megadeth - United Abominations 
Korpiklaani - Tervaskanto 
Nightwish - Dark Passion Play 
Dream Theater - Systematic Chaos 

Mnemic - Passenger 
Devil Driver - The Last Kind Words 
Immolation - Shadows In The Light 
 
Forum  
Most Active Member:  No idea. 
Favourite Staff Member:  They're all equal 
Most Creative Member:  Ruins Of Tomorrow 
Funniest Member:  elsod 
Member Most Likely To Take Over The World:  Ruins Of Tomorrow 
Most Mysterious Member:  ed 
 
Other  
Best Movie:  28 Weeks Later 
Best Movie Soundtrack:  28 Weeks Later 
Most Disappointing Movie:  Spider-Man 3 
Best Game:  Gears Of War, or Dead Rising (I haven't played Halo 3 
yet) 
Most Disappointing Game:  Dunno. 
Best Console:  XBox 360 
Best Book:  Harry Potter And The Deathly Hallows 
 

 
Kreator666: 
OK, I'll do the music ones. 
Best Album:  Mithras - "Behind The Shadows Lie Madness" 
This is just one of those albums that gets better each time you listen to 
it. Complex drumming and riffing that invoke probably the best spacey 
atmosphere ever seen in Death Metal. 
Best Song:  Drudkh - 'Only The Wind Remembers My Name' 
No better way to end an album. 
Best Gig:  Not a gig person. 
Best Album Cover:  Mithras - "Behind The Shadows Lie Madness" 
Best Single or EP: Envy - "Abyssal" 
Most Promising Band: Alcest. If Neige can further refine his music 
(less repetition, more acoustic), his project will truly be one to behold. 
Most Disappointing Album:  Angelcorpse - "Of Lucifer And Lightning" 
Top Ten Albums of 2007:  
1. Mithras - "Behind The Shadows Lie Madness" [Atmospheric Death 
Metal] 
2. Alcest - "Souvenirs D'un Autre Monde" [Shoegaze] 
3. Wolves in the Throne Room - "Two Hunters" [Black Metal] 
4. Wayd - "Ghostwalk" [Experimental Death Metal] 
5. Benighted - "Icon" [Brutal Death/Grind] 
6. Akercocke - "Antichrist" [Progressive Death/Black Metal] 
7. Envy - "Abyssal" [Post-Rock/Screamo] 
8. Odious Mortem - "Cryptic Implosion" [Brutal/Technical Death Metal] 
9. Lifelover - "Erotik" [Black Metal/Depressive Rock] 
10. Ancient Necropsy - "Apocalyptic Empire" [Brutal Death Metal] 

�
�
�
�
�

�



Girlattherockshow  
Remember, I like a more soft rock/indie range of things too, so mine 
will be laughable. lol. 
Music  
Best Album:  Seemless - What Have We Become. 
Best Song:  Seemless - Eyes of a Child. 
Best Gig:  Gotta say it...its a tough one. But working out the pro's and 
cons to each one ... Fratellis @ London Astoria. 
Best Album Cover:  Oh dear...a trend here.. Seemless - What Have 
We Become. 
Best Single or EP:  Chelsea Dagger - Fratellis. 
Most Promising Band:  erm...I might have to get back to you on that 
one... 
Most Disappointing Album:  Linkin' Park - Minutes to Midnight. 
*HORRIFIC! I only like 2 tracks from it!* 
Top Ten Albums of 2007:  Mine are in no order, also. 
1. Seemless - What Have We Become? 
2. Fratellis - Costello Music. 
3. Pigeon Detectives - Wait For Me. 
4. Incubus - Light Grenades [think this came out very early 2007?] 
That's all I have for now...will update asap!  
 
Forum  
Most Active Member:  Loucifer 
Favourite Staff Member:  Quo. 
Most Creative Member:  Ruins of Tomorrow. 
Funniest Member:  Elsod 
Member Most Likely To Take Over The World:  Loucifer...easy! 
Most Mysterious Member:  Ed...not seen him for a while too... 
 
Other  
Best Movie:  erm...I liked Ghost Rider, too. 
Best Movie Soundtrack:  pass. 
Most Disappointing Movie:  I would say Spider Man 3. I've not seen it 
but I've heard sooo much bad stuff about it! 
Best Game:  Crackdown...easy! 
Most Disappointing Game:  Tenchu Z 
Best Console:  Xbox 360! 
Best Book:  Zodiac. 

 

Quo:  
Music  
Best Album:  “In Search of the Fourth Chord” - Status Quo 
Best Song:  “Foundations” - Kate Nash 
Best Gig:  Status Quo, Croydon, both nights November 2007 
Best Album Cover:  “In Search of the Fourth Chord” - Status Quo 
Best Single or EP:  “Beginning of the End” - Status Quo 
Most Promising Band:  B and the north 
Most Disappointing Album:  Can’t think of one 
Top Ten Albums of 2007:  
1. Status Quo – “In Search of the Fourth Chord” 
2. Kate Nash – “Made Of Bricks” 
3.  Amy McDonald – “This Is My Life” 
4. Ozzy Osbourne – “Black Rain” 
5. The Eagles – “Long Road Out Of Eden” 
6. Girls Aloud – “Tangled Up” 
thats it for me 
 
Forum  
Most Active Member: Lou 
Favourite Staff Member:  girlattherockshow  
Most Creative Member:  Ruins of Tomorrow 
Funniest Member:  girlattherockshow 
Member Most Likely To Take Over The World:  girlattherockshow  
Most Mysterious Member: Grave 
 
Other  
Best Movie:  Transformers  
Best Book:  All Torchwood books 

 
 
 

Paranoidmexican009: �
Music  
Best Album:  Paradise Lost by Symphony X 
Best Song:  Ten Thousand Strong by Iced Earth 
Best Gig:  Dream Theater 
Best Album Cover:  Paradise Lost by Symphony X 

Best Single or EP:  Overture of the Wicked by Iced Earth 
Most Promising Band:  Pyramaze 
Most Disappointing Album:  none 
Top Ten Albums of 2007:  
1. Symphony X – “Paradise Lost” 
2. Iced Earth – “Framing Armageddon” 
3. Dream Theater – “Systematic Chaos” 
 
Forum  
Most Active Member:  not sure 
Favourite Staff Member:  Loucifer 
Most Creative Member:  not sure 
Funniest Member:  not sure 
Member Most Likely To Take Over The World: me  
Most Mysterious Member:  not sure, whoever posted the least 
 
Other  
Best Movie:  Aqua Teen Hunger Force Colon Movie Film for Theaters 
Best Movie Soundtrack:  ^ 
Most Disappointing Movie:  Beowulf 
Best Game:  Zelda: Twilight Princess 
Most Disappointing Game:  Halo 3 
Best Console:  Nintendo Wii 
Best Book:  Eric Clapton’s 

 
 
 

…IN WITH THE NEW 
 

2008 
 
What can we expect from 2008? I’ve dug out my crystal ball, brushed 
off the dust and had a little peek into the future… 
 
On a personal note, I hope to get to more gigs in 2008… a lot more… 
and already this is looking very promising. �  
 
Germany’s President Evil  will be following up “The Trash ‘N’ Roll 
Asshole Show” with another album, called “Hell In A Box” in 
January.  If you can’t wait that long, head over to YouTube where you 
can see their video for “Hell In A Box” (Link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4v_vdck-GbQ). The album will be 
released through AFM records  and will coincide with a tour with 
Volbeat in February. Dates include: Antwerp (14/02/08), Amsterdam 
(15/02/08), Bochum (16/02/08), Muenchen (17/02/08), Jena 
(18/02/08), London (21/02/08) and Paris (22/02/08). 
 
 
“DIABOLICANOS: Act III – Armageddon ” – the highly anticipated 
follow-up to Devilish Impressions’  “Plurima Mortis Imago ” – will be 
released in January.  The band will also be touring with Behemoth in 
February and Dismember in March. More information can be found at 
www.devilish-impressions.com 
 
Another personal favourite of mine, Omnium Gatherum  will also be 
touring at the beginning of 2008. OG will be hitting the road with Dark 
Tranquillity and Evile ! Dates include: Cardiff (02/02/08), Liverpool 
(03/02/08), Birmingham (04/02/08), Aberdeen (05/02/08), Glasgow 
(06/02/08), Nottingham (07/02/08), York (08/02/08) and London 
(09/02/08). 
 
 

 
 

AND MORE CD REVIEWS 
 

Machine Men  - “Circus Of Fools”  
(2007)  
www.machinemen.net  
Rating: 9.5 / 10  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/
machinemen.html  
 
I first found out about Machine Men 
when Bloodstock made an 
announcement saying that they would 
be on the bill in 2006. I decided to 



check them out before I saw them and so I bought “Elegies”. I was 
immediately impressed by the album and by the band’s subsequent 
performance at Bloodstock. My only issue was that Machine Men 
sounded a little bit too much like Iron Maiden. This shouldn’t come as 
too much of a surprise because the band’s name comes from a Bruce 
Dickenson song… and Machine Men started off as an Iron Maiden 
cover band. 
 
So, what’s “Circus Of Fools” like?  
Without a doubt, the Iron Maiden influence is still there, but this time 
it’s simply that – an influence. This time it’s difficult to imagine Iron 
Maiden playing any of the songs on this album. Machine Men have 
found their own sound. This is a very strong album.  
On “Elegies” I often found that I skipped tracks, with “Circus Of Fools” I 
haven’t done that (although I have repeatedly played “The Shadow 
Gallery” at work). Machine Men have included a diverse mixture of 
ideas, from the almost proggy feel to “The Shadow Gallery”, the big 
chorus of “No Talk Without The Giant”, the almost folk-inspired guitar 
on “Where I Stand” and the dark “The Cardinal Point”.  
I think that Machine Men may alienate a few of their existing fans with 
this album, since they have almost broken away from the sound that 
they created with “Elegies”. While their previous album was a great 
piece of work, I think “Circus Of Fools” is infinitely better.  
It pleases me to think that there’s a band like Machine Men around – a 
metal band that has the capability to fill stadiums in a few years. Bands 
and artists like, the previously mentioned Iron Maiden, Ozzy Osbourne 
etc, won’t be around forever (unfortunately) and so it’ s good to know 
that there’s someone else out there to carry the torch 

***** 
 

Guest Reviewer: Steve (quo) 
Slade – “The Slade Live Anthology”  
http://users.swing.be/amazingslade/   
Rating: n/a  
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/sl ade.html  
 
The immediate thing that strikes me when opening the packaging on 

this doublepack is that some care has 
gone into making it a very attractive 
package to tempt those buyers who 
may not have all (or any) of Slade's 
live material. The main artwork 
emphasis is naturally on the biggest-
selling of Slade's live efforts, Slade 
Alive!  
 
The original album artwork for Slade 
Alive Volume Two, The Reading EP 
and Slade On Stage is reproduced on 
the fragile wrap-around strip that 
helps keep the package closed and 

also in minature just inside the booklet. This is a great way to get just 
about all the live music Slade released in one place. 
The booklet contains a series of anecdotes from the band about their 
live career - the most telling being those grumpily aloof (and totally 
correct) comments made by Jim Lea about their last minute 
appearance at 1980's Reading festival, where after being obliged to 
traipse through the mud from the public car park, carrying their guitars 
and stage clothes, refusing to move aside for the Rolls Royces of more 
recent and lesser stars who had written less hits then Noddy Holder 
and Jim Lea, even when you added them all together.  
 
Enough of the mud, what about the music?  
 
Disc One:  
There is little doubt that many of Slade's longest-serving fans believe 
Slade Alive! to be Slade's finest hour. It is certainly a totally superb 
illustration of the very cornerstone of their career - their live act. Slade 
Alive! has more atmosphere than most live albums that have been 
recorded since its release.  
'Hear me calling' remained Slade's live show opener for a great many 
years and that is being despite it being written by Alvin Lee for Ten 
Years After. Here it is in all its glory, revealing Slade's uniquely 
powerful live sound and Jim Lea's playful illogical basslines under the 
solos. It is followed the best song Slade ever played live, but never 
committed to a studio version; 'In like a shot from my gun'. That would 
have made a superb single, but Slade Alive only gave up one single - 
and that was a few hundred copies only of a promotional 7" release of 
'Hear me calling' that most Slade fans have never even held a copy of. 
'Darling be home soon' is another interesting choice for a live album - 
another cover - this time from the Lovin' Sthingyful. The subtlety and 

melodicism of the band (except for when Nod burps) is astonishing as 
they power through this quiet little song. Restraint. You can feel the 
energy being kept in as the band do all but explode towards the end of 
the song.  
'Know who you are' disappeared from Slade's live show soon after the 
Slade Alive! period, to be replaced by newer material that the group 
had just written. A pity, because here the song chugs along like a 
runaway train, the bass going subtlely and deliberately outof rhythm 
with the guitars under parts of the verses, giving that extra bit of drive 
and thickening up the sound in a away that made Slade unique. Dave 
Hill's lead guitar parts remain a joy to hear. 'Keep on rockin' remained 
a staple in various rearranged formats throughout their live career and 
it always worked brilliantly. Lashings of Chuck Berry and Little Richard 
with no pretension whatsoever. Fantastic. The live version of 'Get 
down and get with it' (until the latest remaster came along) always 
rendered the studio version redundant. It is a trulybrilliant performance 
by a band at one of its many live peaks. The closer, 'Born to be wild' is 
that most rare of things, a live version of a rock classic, where the 
group covering the song make it their own. 'Slade Alive Volume Two' 
captured the band live at a couple of shows from the 1977 and 1978 
'Whatever happened to Slade' period tours and first and foremost, the 
remastered version noticeably corrects a number of mastering errors 
from the previous CD issue. The guitars sound savage by comparison 
too. Nod's voice is loud and clear. His rhythm guitar is thick and 
muscular. Jim's bass throbs and grinds and Dave's guitar sounds just 
wicked. Don Powell's drums pummel away, and with your eyes shut 
and with your head firmly wedged between two speakers set to 'stun', 
it's a bit like being there on the night.  
It's great to hear good clear live versions of songs like the sadly under-
rated 'Be' and 'One eyed Jacks with moustaches' as well as what 
sounds like the most heartfelt rendition of 'Everyday' they ever 
released.  
 
Disc two:  
'Slade on stage' sounds crisp, sharp and tight. 'Rock and roll preacher' 
immediately sets the energy level for the whole set with Dave Hill's 
guitar coming across far more clearly than before. The guitars and 
bass are mixed far more to the fore on this CD, which when the band 
were playing unison riffs (like on 'Take me bak 'ome') goes to show 
how well-drilled a machine the band was. Jim Lea gets an 
extraordinary bass solo and violin solo spot during the Rainbow-esque 
'A night to remember'. How this man is not regarded as one of the 
bass playing greats, I will never figure out. I've never heard anyone but 
John Entwistle do anything that compared. A number of old favourites 
that Slade played on the tour captured here lose none of their vitality, 
as the band were truly giving every song their all.'Gudbuy T'Jane' 
always sounded like a new song when Slade played it.  
 
The Reading EP's:  
The 'Merry Xmas Everybody' that appears on disc two is the crowd 
singalong from the 1980 Reading Festival, not the 'Live and kicking' 
version. But that doesn't matter when it's surrounded by goodies like 
'Somethin' else' and 'Get down and get with it'. The inclusion of Slade's 
version of the 'Okey cokey' was a bit of a strange thing for them to do 
at the time, but it fitted in with the overall party mood of the Reading 
EP's, so here it is again.  

***** 
 

Omnium Gatherum – “Stuck Here On Snakes Way” (2007)   
OmniumGatherum.org  & Myspace.com/omniumgatherum   
Rating: 10 / 10  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/omniumgatherum.h tml  
 
I thought a nice way to start this 
review would be with a little bit of 
background on how I first found out 
about Omnium Gatherum. One 
day, when I was flicking through the 
pages of Zero Tolerance, I came 
across a small article and review 
about them. At that time I was 
going through a melodeath / 
melodic Death Metal phase and I 
decided to check them out. I soon 
found myself owning everything 
they had released up until that 
point and I had become utterly obsessed by “Years In Waste” (which is 
still definitely worth checking out!). Being the obsessive person that I 
am, I decided to set up something called the OG MAFIA. This was a 
kind of fan club for the band and, although the website I created is no 



longer used, I’d like to think that the OG MAFIA spirit still lives on in all 
those who were involved in it. Around the time of the OG MAFIA’s 
creation, I found out that Omnium Gatherum were going to be touring 
in England that same year and I was lucky enough to go and see them 
at Bloodstock. Also at around that time, it was announced that vocalist 
Antti Filppu had left the band. Now, I have to admit, I was a big Antti 
fan. As far as I knew, he wrote a lot of the lyrics (which I thought were 
awesome) and he had a very distinctive sound. After that line up 
change, even though I have to admit that the new vocalist (Jukka 
Pelkonen) was excellent, my obsession with Omnium Gatherum had 
started to fade.  
The release date for “Stuck Here On Snakes Way” seemed to pass me 
by entirely. Then, one day, I randomly ordered the album. Before I put 
it into the CD Player I read through the inlay and lo and behold – the 
guys had thanked me and the OG MAFIA. I immediately felt more than 
a tad guilty for not getting hold of the album sooner.  
 
So, was I disappointed when I finally got to hear it? Were the vocals as 
good as I’d hoped? Well, sit back and I’ll tell you…  
“Stuck Here On Snakes Way” is not “Years In Waste II”. This album 
seems to have more of an edge and the band have got a bit more 
daring. Perhaps I should now describe them as a Progressive 
Melodeath band? In fact, I think I’m going to have to do that!  
“Into Sea” is powerful and fast-paced and I immediately know that I am 
listening to an Omnium Gatherum album. Line-up change or not, this is 
definitely OG. “Dysomia” starts off with a fantastic lead riff before 
launching into something fantastically heavy. It’s on this track that 
Pelkonen proves his worth. The deeper growls on this track really 
make it stand apart from previous work by the band.  
“A-Part Of God” was one of the first tracks I heard from this album 
because it was post on the Omnium Gatherum MySpace a couple of 
months before the album was released. I’m not too keen on the 
‘modern/techy’ intro, but it picks up really quickly after that – especially 
for a brilliant guitar solo which pops up at about 2 minutes in. I’ve said 
that, on the whole, this album is a completely different beast compared 
to “Years In Waste”, but – while that’s still true – this track could have 
fit in rather well on that album.  
“Bastard-O” contains some great guitar moments which almost seem 
to stray outside of Metal territory altogether and end up in the world of 
rock. Definitely unexpected, but all the better for it. 
The vocals that open “Just Signs” are completely different from any 
Omnium Gatherum song so far. The melodic vocals and slow pace 
lend this song a Doom feel. This makes me think that Omnium 
Gatherum would not seem out of place on a tour with Swallow The 
Sun or even Novembre. 
“Truth” brings us back to that faster pace again and almost made me 
jump out of my skin after the relative calm of “Just Signs”. “Drudgery” 
starts with some really cool drumming, which sounds a bit like my 
heart does after I’ve consumed too much caffeine. This is definitely 
one of my favourites here.  
 
After listening to this album I feel a bit silly. I don’t know why I waited 
so long to buy it! “Stuck Here On Snakes Way” is the natural next step 
for the band. I’ve decided to give it full marks – not just because I used 
to be an OG fangirl (which I feel will now start up again), but because 
each song has it’s own character and is of exceptional quality. The 
only I’d change is that I’d go back in time and buy it on it’s day of 
release. 
 

***** 
 

Dyonisis – “Dyonisis” (2007)  
dyonisis.info  & myspace.com/dyonisis   
Rating: 7.9 / 10 
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/dy onisis.html  
 

Dyonisis are a female fronted Goth Rock 
band from Sheffield, England and they 
create some of the most euphoric and 
relaxing music that I have heard in a long 
time. This self-titled album - which appears 
to have been self-released - consists of 9 
songs.  
So, what separates Dyonisis from other 
Femme-Metal/Rock bands? The first major 
difference is the fact that they have not 
one, but two female vocalists. The twin 
vocals lead to some fantastic goosebump 

inducing moments - especially when coupled with the keyboards. Also, 
the guitar tone on this album takes me back to the various Classic 
Rock bands in my collection (have a listen to "Step Away").  

 
At first I was a bit sceptical at the lack of a 'real' drummer, but the band 
seem to have done a rather good job without one. I don't know if this is 
by choice or through a lack of drummers in their part of the world. 
Either way, it makes me wonder what their gigs are like.  
On this self-titled album Dyonisis have proved that Nightwish are not 
the be all and end all of female fronted rock. I'd recommend this album 
to those that like something to chill out to after a hard day doing 
whatever you do to pay the bills. Dyonisis - while having a relatively 
unique sound - have created a something that could be embraced by 
the mainstream. I can easily imagine their unmistakable melodies 
pouring through my stereo courtesy of some radio station or another. 
With any luck, this will be the CD that will help the band further their 
career.  
Highlights from this album include it's opener "Hunter" which sets the 
scene beautifully, "Winter" that opens a great guitar led part and 
slightly different style of vocal, the blissfully haunting "Pretty At A 
Distance" and "Step Away". 

***** 
 

Hellsaw – “Phantasm” (2007)  
www.hellsaw.com  & myspace.com/hellsawmusic   
Rating: 10 / 10 
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/he llsaw.html  
 
I feel I should start off by saying 
that "Phantasm" is one of my 
favourite releases of this year. In 
fact, I’m going to give it the full 
10/10. I simply cannot find a fault 
with it.  
It opens with the strangely catchy 
"Silent Landscapes". This track has 
a melody that'll be haunting your 
dreams (or nightmares?) for many 
months to come. I especially like 
the way that the track seems to 
finish, only to pick up again from 4 
minutes 30 seconds for the final 30 
seconds of the song.  "The Ember 
of Your Own" continues with the dark yet catchy theme and even 
incorporates a fantastic acoustic bit at the 1 minute 30 seconds mark. 
This track is fantastic to headbang to – it contains just the right amount 
of tempo changes to keep it interesting, but not so many that it seems 
over the top.  
The title track is mesmerising and is a superb example of how this kind 
of Black Metal should be played. The vocals really seem to stand out 
on this track as well.  "So Far..." is an instrumental that starts off with a 
beautifully calming intro. Then, at around 2 minutes 30 seconds, it 
launches into an almost victorious sounding melody. This may sound 
strange, but I find it near impossible not to get goose-bumps when this 
part blasts into my eardrums. It’s simply amazing.  
Then we are launched into "The Inner Revenge of Nature". This track 
is my favourite from the album. This may be because it was one of the 
first tracks I heard on the band’s MySpace, or it may be because all of 
it’s combined elements work so well together. "Omen" kicks off with 
what sounds like a bit of accoustic/classical guitar, before quickly being 
joined with the other instruments. This track is fantastic and I cannot 
wait to witness it being played live.  
"In Memory" really stands out from the other tracks since it seems to 
contain a bleaker atmosphere. I'm not saying that the other tracks are 
not bleak – just that "In Memory" is more so and is relatively down 
tempo and this adds to the atmosphere. "Frozen March" brings the 
tempo back up and rather than continuing with the feeling of loss which 
"In Memory" creates, "Frozen March" gives us a stronger, angrier and 
more powerful atmosphere. With that said, like the other tracks on this 
album, there are a number of tempo changes within this track.  
"Outro" is a beautiful keyboard/piano track and it provides the perfect 
ending to the album.  
I shall end this review in more or less the same way as I started it. 
Hellsaw have created one of my favourite albums of this year. It seems 
that they have poured 100% of themselves into this piece and this is 
shown clearly in the final result. This album is definitely worth adding to 
your collection. 

***** 
 

Matron  – “Demonic Sanatorium” EP  (2007)  
www.thedemonicsanatorium.com / 
myspace.com/thedemonicsanatorium    
Rating: 8 / 10 
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/matron.html 



 
Matron are yet another band that I 
found because of MySpace. To be 
honest, and no matter how worrying 
this may be, I don’t know what I’d do 
without MySpace to find new bands. 
That’s pretty scary considering I was 
so against signing up to it to begin 
with.  
 
All of the songs on “Demonic 
Sanatorium” are on Matron’s 
MySpace page but I still bought the 
EP anyway. One reason for this was 

because the songs are not ‘downloadable’ and the other reason is 
because I wanted to do my little bit to support the band. I originally 
started to listen to these 4 tracks over and over again during one 
particularly dull day at work (I know most of them are dull… it just that 
this one was especially so!). Matron had sent out a MySpace bulletin 
and so I decided to check out their page. I was instantly greeted by a 
track called “Welcome To Hell” accompanied by photographs of 
insane, bloodthirsty surgeons. I immediately liked the band.  
The EP opens with a track called “Intro (The Prophet)”. This track is 
mainly an instrumental track but with some spoken word bits and 
provides a great way to launch into the EP.  
The first main track is “Welcome To Hell”. “Welcome To Hell” is loaded 
with old school death metal riffs, distinctive vocals and one hell of a 
guitar solo! This is Death Metal with a definite ‘groove’ and this keeps 
the Obituary fan in me very happy indeed. The classical sample that 
opens “Blood Of Knights” is a fantastic touch. I firmly believe that 
classical music and Metal blend together magnificently well. This track 
is slower in tempo than “Welcome…” but it is equally as effective and 
“Ultimate Bones” contains a healthy portion of headbanging moments.  
Oddly enough, at first the vocals were a little strange to me. The 
vocalist pronounces the words very well and so – in spite of the 
growling nature of the vocals – it is still possible for the listener to pick 
up the words during the first couple of listens.  
Matron create Death Metal that makes me smile uncontrollably. Every 
time I put this CD on I find myself grinning like a Cheshire Cat. I can’t 
wait to see them on the 5th October – that should be a fantastic gig. 
 

 

INTERVIEW #5 
 
Guest Writer: paranoidmexican009  aka Adam  
Band: Iced Earth / Interviewee: Brent Smedley  
Year: 2007  
Website: www.icedearth.com/  & myspace.com/icedearth   
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/icedearthbrent. html  
 
Adam: First of all, I'd like to thank you for taking time out of your 
schedule to answer my questions. It's an honor to have you answer 
them as I am a HUGE fan of Iced Earth and your drumming.  
 
Brent: Hi Adam, First off let me say thank you for your time and this 
interview, it is my honor to do it for you.  
 
Adam: How long have you been in Iced Earth and any other bands?  
 
Brent: I played in Iced Earth from 96-99 and now from October 2007 
until forever. I have been playing in bands since 1986 from the age of 
16.  
 
Adam: What is it like playing with Iced Earth?  
 
Brent: It is totally awesome and amazing to play with Iced Earth. Iced 
Earth fans are truly the best fans in the world.  
 
Adam: How does playing in front of thousands of screaming fans feel?  
 
Brent: It is totally awesome and amazing to play with Iced Earth. Iced 
Earth fans are truly the best fans in the world.  
 
Adam: What are your major influences? Musical and otherwise.  
 
Brent: My major influences musically are Iron Maiden, Black Sabbath, 
Judas Priest, Pantera, Queensryche, AC/DC, Tony MacAlpine, and so 
many others. My main influence as far as drummers go would be my all 
time favorite Dean Castronova. Other influences in my life would be my 

mother, Grandparents, my brother, and my wife, also Jon Schaffer.  
 
Adam: When did you start playing drums and why?  
 
Brent: I started playing drums at the age of 7. I began by playing piano, 
but soon switched to drums. My next door neighbor, a guy by the name 
of John Weldon gave me my start into drums and many years later I 
took 4 and a half years of lesson from the late great jimmy Glenn Sr.  
 
Adam: Do you have any tips for those at home who might consider 
learning to play the drums?  
 
Brent: Tips for those considering playing drums...Get a drum set, get 
with a good teacher, learn to read music, study your favorite drummers, 
but the main tip is to practice hard and to practice consistently, record 
yourself and listen and make notes on your performances and 
rehearsals. Also, protect your hearing. Wear earplugs when playing at 
high volumes and realize your hearing is precious and easily damaged.  
 
Adam: If someone has never heard your music, how would you 
describe it to them?  
 
Brent: For some one that has never heard my music, I would describe it 
as Heavy and powerful with lots of melody, energy, emotion, and deep 
meaningful lyrics.  
 
Adam: What do you consider to be your best work?  
 
Brent: I consider my best work to be the Iced Earth records "Alive in 
Athens", "Overture of the Wicked", "Framing Armageddon", and 
"Something Wicked part 2" (due out summer 2008). Also two other 
records...the first by my old band Oracle called "As Darkness Reigns" 
on Massacre records (released in 1993) and the second by my late 
band Tempest Reign "Catastrophic"  
Adam: Equipment, what kind do you use and why?  
 
Brent: As far as equipment goes...I have a Pearl and A Remo drum set. 
The band owns a DW drum kit which is totally amazing. I recorded on 
the DW kit. For cymbals I use a mixture of Zildjian, Paiste, and Sabian. 
With a preference on Sabian. I use Vic Firth drumsticks and Tama Iron 
cobra bass drum pedals.  
 
Adam: Are there any band stories you could share or any secrets you 
are willing to spill?  
 
Brent: As for band stories, is this an adult interview or for general 
public? Just kidding  
 
Adam: If someone wanted to see your show is there a place your band 
frequently gigs?  
 
Brent: If some one wants to see a show the best place to check out 
upcoming shows is the band website at icedearth.com The band plays 
all over the world, so odds are we"ll be playing a show near anyone at 
some time or another  
 
Adam: Any up coming dates you would like to talk about?  
 
Brent: up coming shows... The European tour begins around October 
1st, followed by the American tour which should start some time around 
February, and the third leg of the tour will take us to Brazil, South 
America, Australia, Japan, and Mexico. Within the European tour we 
are playing 11 shows with Heaven and Hell in England, Scotland, and 
Wales. These shows are in November.  
 
Adam: If you could tour with any band, what band would it be and why?  
 
Brent: If I could tour with any band it would be Iced Earth because of 
their integrity and uncompromising attitude and dedication to the fans. I 
would also like to one day tour with me and my brother's band 
Odyssey, to share our music with the world and to show him some of 
the places I've been and what it is really like to tour the world.  
 
Adam: How did you get into Iced Earth?  
 
Brent: How I got into Iced Earth is a rather interesting story. It goes 
something like this...I had heard of Iced Earth and seen an ad for 
Century Media records (the bands record label at the time) in a 
magazine. I sent for a free catalog for CM. A few days after the catalog 
arrived I received a Century Media sampler Cd which had one song 
from most of their top bands on it. I believe it was the 2nd Cm sampler 



they made. Anyhow the CD had the song "Last December" on it. I liked 
the song so much that I put the intro from it on my answering machine. I 
was referred to the band by a mutual friend by the name of Steve 
Woodham from Alabama. So when Jon Schaffer called me to ask me 
about auditioning he heard his song on my answering machine...I"ll 
never forget that message. It seemed it was fate for me to play in Iced 
Earth. I was the next to the last person to audition, they had me play 
"Last December" and "Dante's Inferno". The rest as they say is history. 

  
 
Adam: The promo version of Framing Armageddon was leaked some 
time ago. How do you feel about people downloading albums before 
they are officially released?  
 
Brent: As to how I feel about downloading of music. I think it is a crime 
and a shame that so much theft of music goes on today. If you were a 
master painter would you give your paintings away? Or a builder, would 
you build your homes or offices for free? Downloading has reduced the 
Music industry by 20%. I think it is one of the biggest problems facing 
the Music business in modern times.  
 
Adam: Do you have formal training, as in did you study at institutions 
and clinics?  
 
Brent: I took 4 and a half years of private drum lessons, a year and a 
half of Marimba lessons (a mallet percussion instrument), I played in 
school band my last 4 years of high school including Marching band, 
Symphonic Band, Percussion ensemble, and Jazz band. I also studied 
Music at the University of North Florida, taking Drumset and Percussion 
lessons, and Percussion ensemble.  
 
Adam: Do you have any goals that you want to accomplish with the 
band now?  
 
Brent: Goals I wish to accomplish with the band would consist of 
making the best records we can possibly make, giving the best live 
shows we can and staying true to ourselves, the music we love to play, 
and to stay true to the fans.  
 
Adam: Well, I'm not going to take up too much of your time, Brent. 
Thank you for the interview, it's been such an honor interviewing you. 
Any last words?  
 
Brent: Thank you as well for the interview, it has been my honor. As for 
any last words...I would like to say thank you to Jon Schaffer for 
bringing me back into the family and thank you to the Iced Earth fans 
for welcoming me back into the fold. I look forward to seeing all of you 
on the Wicked World Tour...Stay Metal.�
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INTERVIEW #6 
 

Band: Amenti / Interviewee: Full band  
Year: 2007  
Website: www.enteramenti.com  & myspace.com/amentiuk   
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/a menti.html  
 
Amenti are a fantastic from Stoke-On-Trent, England. They've recently 
been on tour with bands such as Vader and Rotting Christ and are 
about to embark upon more gigs. Luckily enough for us, the guys were 
able to take some time out from their schedule to answer a few 
questions. Once you're done reading this interview, make sure that you 
check out the band because they are damn good!  
 
Lou: The first thing I noticed about you guys - well, the first thing after 
having listened to the tracks on your MySpace page - was that you all 
appear to be pretty young. How long has the band been together and 
where did you all meet?  
 
Amenti: The band has been seriously going for a few years now, but 
we have only had this line up for the last 9 months or so. Ash started 
the band when he moved to Stoke-on-Trent in the West Midlands for 
uni, upon moving here Ash found Jon and Mike. After a few line up 
changes Amenti eventually found Nick and shortly after Shaun.  
 
Lou: Which bands would you say have been your biggest influences?  
 
Amenti: We have a bunch of influences, ranging from Bay Area Thrash 
Metal to NBWOHM. Any music that is good (in our opinions) and that 
doesn't restrict to just Metal. It's impossible to name any specific group 
as everyone listens to different shit.  
 
Lou: Where does the name Amenti come from?  
 
Amenti: The name AMENTI derives from ancient Egyptian mythology. 
In short it's the land of the dead, the halls of judgment. The band used 
to be called Hecatomb, but the name had to be changed a few years 
back due to copyright issues.  
 
 
Lou: The two tracks on your page are fantastic - They're heavy, yet 
melodic and packed full of riffs. Do the other tracks on "Under The 
Dying Sun" have the same sort of feel to them?  
 
Amenti: We tried to write a varied album consisting of various musical 
concepts. I guess one thing that keeps Under The Dying Sun is the 
consistent under lying theme of a world where humanity is brought to 
the brink of extinction by greedy tyrant dictatorships. It's pretty 
apocalyptic and epic. Musically it varies between fast, intense, heavy 
songs, and has a bit of slow humble acoustics a nice balanced album. 
One thing that bonds all of the songs together is the big riffs, catchy 
leads and epic scope.  
 
Lou: Which 3 words would you use to describe the album?  
 
Amenti: Apocalyptic, Nihilistic (Fucking) Metal!  
 
Lou: Where was the album recorded and who produced it?  
 
Amenti: Under The Dying Sun was recorded over a period of 2 months 
at a studio local to us. It's an awesome brand spanking new studio with 
a great producer John Dugmore.  
 
Lou: How did the deal with Plastic Head come about?  
 
Amenti: Well, we had a record label (Hangmans Joke Records) which 
had some cool bands like RSJ, Malefice, Cinders Fall and Exit By 
Name. But unfortunately the label folded due to the director tragically 
passing away. That fucked us up a bit, as the whole promotional 
campaign has been knocked right back and the albums release date 
had to be pushed back also. So we carried on shopping around and 
we decided to self finance the pressing and promotion of our own 
record via a distribution deal with Plastic Head. So we are still 
technically unsigned, although we are currently in discussion with a 
few labels about possibly working together in the future.  
 
Lou: I've noticed that you've got some tour dates coming up. What is 
your favourite thing about playing live?  
 
Amenti:Yeah we have some tours coming up. Actually we just came 



back from touring Russia with Vader and are on tour at the moment, 
we just played Hard Rock Hell Festival the other day with Cradle of 
Filth, Finntroll, Saxon, Twisted Sister, Turisas plus 30 odd other bands! 
We are just starting the Destruction/Onslaught UK tour dates now. We 
are also booking a 40 date UK tour for January / February. We love 
playing live, all the stress of making sure everything is smooth, the 
feeling of when the show is pulled off perfectly. Meeting all the new 
people and seeing all the new places. Everything about it is awesome 
we love it all!  
 
Lou: Now, I love to headbang at gigs - and after listening to the tracks 
on your MySpace and watching the video, it's clear to me that I'd have 
lots of opportunities to engage in my favourite past time at one of your 
shows, but, the real question is: What is the best form of head 
banging? Which technique do you use? I find that 'wind milling' is my 
favourite, but sometimes just bashing your head up and down gets the 
job done just as well. Which is your favourite?  
 
Amenti: Well, we love head banging (despite all having short hair now), 
Mike cut his dredlocks off recently into a mohawk and Nick cut his hair 
off a while ago. But that doesn't stop us from head banging! I think with 
long hair windmill is easily the best looking head banging technique, 
especially in fast as fuck bits! But due to lack of hair we stick with up 
and down.  

 
 
Lou: Where else will your tour be taking you? It looks like you're 
covering most of England.  
 
Amenti: We are covering all of the UK (save Ireland) which we are 
working on getting dates for at the moment. We want to play 
everywhere! Big cities and small towns, as long as there is a metal 
scene.  
 
Lou: Are there any venues (or countries for that matter!) that you'd 
really like to play in, but haven't had the chance to yet?  
 
Amenti: Well we have played Russia, Belarus, we have been to 
Poland, we touched into Asia briefly on the Russian tour. We still have 
lots of places to cover, but we'd love to go far East, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Indonesia, Japan etc in fact we have a festival that way next year. We 
are hoping to extend that into a tour of some sort.  
 
Lou: Do you get nervous before a gig? If so, how to you calm your 
nerves?  
 
Amenti: I wouldn't say we get nervous. I mean sometimes you take a 
(what we call) a 'Nervous Shit'. You spend all afternoon setting a show 
up, things always go wrong, your prepared to solve any possible 
problems that may occur, your more nervous about something 
technical going wrong then anything else. If your nervous about getting 
up in front of people then all you can really do is grudge it, see it 
through. It's the best feeling when it's all over and done with.  
 
Lou: One question that has shown up on the Loucifer Speaks forum is 
the old 'Metallica vs. Megadeth' debate and I'm hoping that you guys 
can settle this for us... Who would you rather play a gig with: Metallica 
or Megadeth?  
 
Amenti: We'd rather play a gig with Exodus!  
 

Lou: Which have been your favourite moments of 2007?  
 
Amenti: Writing and recording the album and touring with Vader, 
Krisiun, Rotting Christ and Incantation.  
 
Lou: What will 2008 bring for Amenti?  
 
Amenti: 2008 for us will be the year in which we will be touring like fuck 
in promotion of our new album and build up for the following one! We 
hope to see everyone out at some shows! Do not be afraid to say hi to 
us, we like to talk to fans!  

***** 
 
 

INTERVIEW #7 
 
Band: Chris Pierson Band / Interviewee: Chris Piers on  
Year: 2007  
Website: www.chrispiersonrocks.com  or www.chrispierson.org 
(fansite)  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/chrispiersonint erview.html  
 
Who knows what would have happened if I'd never ran into Roe 
(owner of ChrisPierson.org) on an advertising forum a few months 
ago? I probably would have never even heard of Chris Pierson, let 
alone find myself singing lines from "Pretty Things" at random 
moments.  
After I'd reviewed the EP and given it quite a few listens, I started to 
pay more attention to the bulletins I received from Chris on MySpace 
and I soon discovered that he was quite an interesting character. I 
quickly asked him if he'd mind answering a few questions for Loucifer 
Speaks - and, luckily for us, he agreed... and he proved to be a very 
good interviewee...  

 
 
 
Lou: As I think you know already, I found out about you because of the 
owner of www.chrispierson.org (Roe) and so I'm not familiar at all with 
the show which you appeared on. Please could you tell me a little bit 
about "Rockstar Supernova”?  
 
Chris: Rockstar Supernova was the 2nd installment of a reality show 
from Mark Burnette (Survivor, Big Brother). The first season was with 
INXS. Tommy Lee, Jason Newsted, and Gilby Clarke got together and 
formed a super group called Supernova (later changed to Rockstar 
Supernova b/c of legal reasons). They were looking for a lead singer. 
There were 15 singers that were chosen out of about 25,000 people 
from around the world and I was one of them.  
 
Lou: How far did you get in that competition?  
 
Chris: I was in LA for about 6 weeks and spent 2 full weeks on the 
show (which was enough for me).  
 
Lou: Do you feel that "Rockstar Supernova" has helped or hindered 
your career so far?  
 
Chris: At first, when I came home there was not so much support in my 



home town of Atlanta GA, but after a while I earned that respect 
because people actually saw that I wasn't trying to capitalize on being 
that guy from Rock Star I was Chris and could actually put on a 
slammin show. I am also making a name as a respected producer in 
ATL right now which has also created a good buzz for me and the 
band. So I guess that's a good thing. If its one thing I have learned its 
that respect has to be earned. You can’t just get it by being on TV.  
 
Lou: I recently reviewed your EP - "The Height Of Paranoia" and I've 
got to say - it's brilliant. Who are the other musicians on the EP and 
they permanent members of the band?  
 
Chris: Thanks! We are going to be remixing some songs for radio 
soon. All the guys are permanent members. We really function as a  
band. I do most of the writing but everyone plays an equal role in 
bringing their own taste and style to the music in the end.  
The rest of the band is:  
Kent Aberle- Drums  
Jake Kitchen- Bass  
George Marlow- Lead guitar  
 
Lou: What is your favourite track from the EP?  
 
Chris: Like yours, "Pretty Things". I love the dynamic changes in the 
parts especially the bridge.  
 
Lou: I really like "Pretty Things". What is that song about?  
 
Chris: Pretty Things is about running from your demons. Its also about 
confronting them. The more you run the less places you have to hide 
and eventually will have to find a way to deal. I guess its more or less 
about the battle between the two.  
 
Lou: Why did you call the EP "The Height Of Paranoia"?  
 
Chris: We live in crazy times right now. War, tidal waves, global 
warming, genocide, you name it and its going on right now. The feeling 
I had when I was writing a lot of these songs was one of question. Not 
knowing how the record was going to do, touring, my relationship with 
my fiancé, finding and hanging on to a band since I had gone solo, 
decompressing from being on global television. Well I think you get the 
point. Wouldn't that make you paranoid?  
 
Lou: What has the feedback been like for the EP?  
 
Chris: The feedback has been really good. I really wanted to introduce 
us to the world with it and I think we are gaining towards more 
exposure, which is good. We are a touring band so that is when we are 
able to hit the streets and really push it out there. We are very ready to 
get back out on the road the fall and its looking like there wont be 
much time for a break as we are getting booked already in to next 
year. Then we have cool folks like you who give bad ass reviews. 
Thanks!  
 
 
Lou: Do you have any plans to release a full length album in the near 
future? If so, could you tell us a bit about what to expect from it? Will it 
have a similar vibe to the EP?  
 
Chris: We are currently in the pre production phase for the LP. We are 
dwindling down about 25 or so songs. You can expect a lot more 
energy from the LP. I have really been into industrial (Filter, Deftones, 
old Manson), rock rock (STP, Velvet Revolver, Army of Anyone) and 
new wavy stuff (Rock Kills Kid, Shiny Toy Guns) as of late, so I think 
its shaping up to be a killer record. We are very excited about it.  
 
Lou: Where do you get inspiration for your songs (including the lyrics) 
from?  
 
Chris: I used to base most of my songs on personal issues but now 
that I have grown up I tend to take in what is going on around me more 
now. I like to see what is happening around me and use it to influence 
my own life. After all, our experiences are what make us who we are.  
 
Lou: What was the first album you ever bought? And, what was the 
last album you bought?  
 
Chris: Def Leppard’s "Hysteria" was my first disc, excuse me 'tape' I 
ever picked up. What a fucking record that was! I think I was about 7 or 
8 years old. The last one I picked up was Mutemath's new disc. Its not 
so new anymore but its kick ass!  

 
Lou: I read in your blog that you are working on a clothing line for 
women. What sort of designs will you have and what is the line called?  
 
Chris: The line is tentatively called "Rock it girl" but this will probably be 
a style in the line. The clothing line is for women and its really a call to 
action to them to start respecting themselves a little more. It has a 
kinda punk rock attitude in that it doesn’t matter what you look like, if 
you own your shit you can get whatever you want. The line is all about 
a positive attitude but also say’s that you are not afraid of anything and 
wont take any shit from anyone. We are still working out the designs, 
but there will be a lot of skulls and cool designs to choose from. The 
clothes run in every size, no discrimination here.  
 
Lou: I've noticed that you're playing quite a few shows at the moment. 
Do you have any plans to tour outside of the US?  
 
Chris: I really would like to get over seas sometime next year. That has 
always been a goal. We are ready to come to the UK!!! Butch was 
telling me about how cool Japan is too.  
 
Lou: Do you have any Chris Pierson merchandise available? Where 
can we buy it from?  
 
Chris: Yes, you can find our EP at www.ledge7.com or soon it will be 
available on www.CDBaby.com and Itunes. You can also check out 
www.chrispiersonrocks.spreadshirt.com for T’s, underwear, and some 
of the "Rock it girl" line.  
 
Lou: Thank you for taking the time to answer my questions. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

IT’S A LONDON THING 
 
Written by Loucifer 
 
When I started playing with the idea of this annual, I thought it would 
be a nice if I included something a little different – something that we 
didn’t usually write about on Loucifer Speaks. I thought I’d write 
something that wasn’t a review or an interview.  This seemed like a 
brilliant idea… but what should I write about? 
 
Eventually – after several cups of coffee – I decided to write about the 
bands of Croydon. So, I posted a couple of bulletins out on MySpace 
asking if any bands were interested in being featured.  Unfortunately I 
must have posted the bulletins when all of the Croydon bands were out 
and I received very few replies. Then that little lightbulb popped back 
on about my head and I had brainwave number two! (I had to sit down 
for that one!) – I decided that my feature was going to be about all 
Metal and Rock bands in and around London! It was a stroke of 
genius… I can’t believe I didn’t come up with it before… in fact, I can’t 
believe that it was me who came up with it in the first place! 
 
“Why London / Croydon?” I hear you ask (silently!). This is simply 
because it’s the area local to me. I’m hoping to sort out guides like this 
one for other areas worldwide. If you feel like putting something 
together, please feel free to get in touch (lou@louciferspeaks.com). 
This article – along with any other random things that we end up 
writing – will be added to LouciferSpeaks.com at some point during 
2008. 
 
London, and its surrounding areas, has a healthy amount of Rock and 
Metal bands lurking around in its various pubs, venues and peoples’ 
garages. The fact is that any night of the week that you want to go out 
– you can also find some live music happening somewhere.  
Annoyingly, this is also its downfall. Sometimes it seems as if the 
Metal/Rock crowd has been spread to thin and often gigs don’t seem 
to get the turn out that you’d expect.  I’ve seen this happen on 
numerous occasions and I can imagine that it’s very disheartening for 
a band when they’re playing to a half empty venue. 
 
I have to admit that I don’t have the solution to this problem. Instead I 
just hope to make the decision process easier for the next time that 
you decide to head out to a gig…. And maybe point you in the direction 
of one or two other fantastic bands. Well, that’s the plan anyway! 
 



There are literally thousands of bands that I could mention, but instead 
of mentioning all of them (which really would take up far too much 
time, effort and space) I’m just going to mention a few that I really like 
and also a few that contacted regarding this article (and it turns out 
that I like most of them as well… which is handy!). 
 
A good place to start would be with a band that has already been 
mentioned in these pages – Ritual Abuse. Go back to Page 2 and read 
my review, then go to their MySpace page 
(www.myspace.com/ritualabuse) and listen to some music. I promise 
you that you won’t regret it.  If it does sound like your kind of thing, 
then you can catch them at The Peel in Kingston on 31/01/08. London 
(and the surrounding area) does seem to have it’s fair share of 
extreme metal bands. There are some fantastic ones out there. Some 
examples that you should check out immediately are: Corpsing 
(www.myspace.com/corpsing), Aghast (www.myspace.com/aghast), 
Thus Defiled (www.myspace.com/thusdefiled) and Matron 
(http://www.myspace.com/thedemonicsanatorium). Obviously there are 
thousands more that I could list here – but those are the few that I’m 
going to get you started with for now. �  
If you’re keen to catch some of these bands live, then you can see 
Corpsing at Bar Monsta (Camden) on 02/02/08 and Aghast at Bar 
Monsta (16/01/08 and 01/05/08). 
 
If you’re on the look-out for something a little more grindcorey (it’s a 
new word… honest!) then keep an eye for Broken Bones And Shit 
(www.myspace.com/brokenbonesandshit) and Diminished Purity 
(www.myspace.com/diminishedpurity). Broken Bones And Shit have 
the strange honour of getting to Number 1 on the Classical MySpace 
chart – MySpace is a strange place! Dimished Purity is the brain-child 
of Broken Bones And Shit’s Will Thompson. This one man Death Metal 
band should have an album available next year. 
 
I understand that the words “brutality” and “grim” don’t occupy the 
thoughts of everyone when they think of their favourite Metal and Rock 
bands, and so I’ve decided to point you in the direction of a few bands 
that don’t feel the need to growl quite so much… 
…and a good place to start would be with The Idle Melinfoi (try saying 
that name when you’re drunk!). The Idle Melinfoi 
(www.myspace.com/idlemelinfoi) are a female-fronted Rock/Metal 
band that play catchy tunes with fantastically heavy riffs!  The band 
appear to be pretty busy next year and a gig lined up at The Purple 
Turtle in Camden (22/01/08) and a few more gigs in the pipeline. Their 
EP – “Mind Of A Killer” is currently available through their MySpace. 

 
There’s also the highly exciting classic rock inspired Mirmis 
(www.myspace.com/mirmis) - go to their MySpace and check out a 
fairly new track called “Frame” – It’s fantastic! Mirmis will playing a 
number of gigs in the New Year including: Kings Cross (11/02/08), 
Tommy Flynns, Camden (12/02/08) and The Fly, New Oxford Street 
(12/03/08). 
If you like your Rock/Metal to have a bit more of an edge then make 
sure that you have a listen to Auger Bane 
(www.myspace.com/augerbane). Their album – “On Wings Of Fallen 
Rock” – is available NOW! 
Everything & Nothing (www.myspace.com/eandnband) are a band that 
I like to catch live as often as I can (although, I will admit to being very 
slack with that for the past few months). They always put on a blinding 
show and their brand of metal tinged rock always gets my head a-
banging. 
Little London are yet another band to keep an eye out for and, while 
they’re not strictly 100% based in London, I thought I’d mention them 

in here anyway… simply because I think they’re so damn good! Go to 
www.myspace.com/littlelondonmusic for some decent rock (“Love 
Reaction” is an ace song!)! The band are heading into the studio in the 
not-too-distant future to record a 2-3 track demo. This should be 
available through iTunes and, hopefully, as a nice piece of vinyl! 

 
 
If you’ve got a hankering for something a little different, then Billy 
Rebel are the band for you. Their music combines a mix of 
Psychobilly, Metal, Rock and Punk! Check them out at 
http://www.myspace.com/billyrebeluk. 
The band have recently recorded a 3 track single that is going to be 
released through C3U Records very soon! 
 
As I mentioned earlier – there are thousands of bands in the area and I 
couldn’t feature them all… but, if any of them would like to get in touch 
and be featured on the website then they’re very welcome to do so! 
 
To be featured on the website, just send an email to 
Lou@LouciferSpeaks.com �   
 
 

 

 
 

 
www.myspace.com/deathdoomproductions  

 

 
 
 
 



 
INTERVIEW #8 

 
Band: Phlebotomized / Interviewee: Dennis  
Year: 2007  
Website: myspace.com/phlebotomized   
Label: Cyber Records  
Website Link: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/phlebotomized.h tml  
 
Phlebotomized may be long gone, but the music definitely still lives on. 
I was lucky enough to have Dennis answer a few questions about the 
band's past and tell me what he's up to now...  
 
Lou: How would you describe the music that you made with 
Phlebotomized?  
 
Dennis: Well, we started out as a traditional 3-piece grindcore band, 
then we evolved to a very heavy atmospheric death metal band and in 
the end we played everything we liked at the time, yet still producing a 
very heavy metal sound.  
 
Lou: Sounds like you had quite a jump in styles. Did you lose/gain 
many fans when you went from being a Grindcore band to what you 
ended up becoming?  
 
Dennis: Well, we didn’t have any fans at the time we played Grindcore 
ha ha, so we surely gained a lot of fans after the release of the demo 
“Devoted to God” and our debut “Immense intense suspense”. After 
the release of “Skycontact” we also gained new fans, but in total that 
album must have lost us many fans. It only sold about one third of 
what “Immense” had sold… It was quite a different album, and 
although we were an experimental band, and we thought people would 
expect us to progress, the changes were too much too soon for a lot 
people… Some fans told me that at first they didn’t like “Skycontact” at 
all, but years later they started to appreciate it… Actually there a lot of 
people who think it is our best album!  
 
Lou: What is your fondest memory of being in the band?  
 
Dennis: Apart from the sex, drugs and rock’n’roll? Uhm… no that’s just 
it: sex, drugs and rock’n’roll! No really, what was best about this band 
was that its music was so bizarre and unique. The music attracted 
mostly freaks and that made our gigs special… We never appealed to 
that part of the metal scene with the beer drinking mindless dumb 
fucks… We got more attention from the skinny guys with glasses… 
and girls! Also, when we entered the stage, people were often blown 

away by us… Size does matter, you know! When with seven on stage, 
people don’t know where to look at first… it’s like this army that 
invaded the stage… and then the sound we produced with seven 
guys… My fondest memory is that we DID make a difference in the 
metal scene…  
 

Lou: If you could change anything about the band's past, what would it 
be?  
 
Dennis: Not split up? Uhm no… The band name? Uhm no… probably 
sign a different record deal. At the time there were 13 labels we could 
choose from. Cyber offered us the best studio time to record the 
album, but we didn’t take into calculation what other labels offered for 
promotion, sales network, distribution and royalties. At that time all we 
wanted was to record the best possible album, so studio time was our 
highest priority. We should have been wiser…  
 
Lou: Would you ever consider getting back together?  
 
Dennis: No… Some of us would, some of us would never… I would 
consider it, but the thought of choosing one line-up for a reunion and 
rehearsing the songs again makes me shiver… I’d rather play with my 
new band HELD instead!  
 
Lou: Are any of you involved with bands at the moment? Where can 
we listen to some stuff?  
 
Dennis: Well, Tom and myself play in a speed/thrash band called 
HELD. You can listen to our stuff on www.myspace.com/heldmetal. 
Jordy is also active again, now with Harbour 81 
(www.myspace.com/harbour81), Lawrence sings the blues with the LP 
Blues Band and The BeckYards… The others don’t play or stopped 
doing bands… I cannot blame them for the latter haha!  
 
Lou: How long has HELD been together? Have you recorded any EPs 
or albums that I could listen to?  
 
Dennis: Tom and I started in the summer of 2005, but we are complete 
as a band from summer 2006. In that time we have written over 20 
songs. We are recording a demo at the very moment. You can listen to 
our first track at www.myspace.com/heldmetal. Tell us what you think!  
 
Lou: What made you decide to put together the MySpace page? Have 
many of your fans found you on there? Have you made many new 
ones (apart from myself, obviously!)?  
 
Dennis: Oh yes… well at first I just wanted to create a myspace for 
HELD, but we had just started and I had no content. So I put up this 
tribute page so I could learn how to maintain it… the reactions are 
overwhelming! A lot of old fans found us, and it’s true: we are making 
new fans! That’s a big surprise to all of us in the band. Ten years after 
we split up we are still making new friends! Amazing what internet can 
do for your band! We got rid of our complete remaining stock of CDs, 
EPs and shirts in just a few months!  
 
Lou: Which is your favourite Phlebotomized song and why?  
 
Dennis: I was a fan of the band before I joined them as their singer and 
what did it for me were the strange and bizarre tracks, the longer ones 
also with a lot of changes in moods and tempos… Therefore I would 
have to say “Dubbed Forswearer” and “Mellow Are The 
Reverbarations”. I am also very proud of “StoleShowSoul” and “I lost 
my cookies in the disco” from “Skycontact”, but since I consider 
“Immense Intense Suspense” as our best band effort, I’ll stick with 
“Dubbed” and “Mellow”.  
 
Lou: I've got to agree with you there! I love those tracks! Which was 
your favourite album?  
 
Dennis: Definitely “Immense intense suspense”! The songs were the 
best songs we had written in the years before. We were very well 
rehearsed and the overall atmosphere in the studio was terrific. We 
knew it would be a success. We were sure of it. And that certainty, that 
positive vibe, is all over the album... As I said, it was our best effort as 
a band. Some of us may feel they had a better performance on 
another record, as a group we have never been better than on that 
album.  
 
Lou: Now that I have two albums (and sneakily downloaded some stuff 
- I will buy it if it's available anywhere though!), I keen to get my hands 
on more Phlebotomized stuff. Is there anywhere where we can buy 
Phlebotomized merchandise?  
 
Dennis: Well Lou, you are one of the lucky ones to have ordered from 
us. Our stock is now completely sold out thanx to the myspace. 
There’s nothing left. My advice would be eBay, but beware of huge 
and silly prices! We are also in contact with some labels who would 



like to re-issue our stuff, but none of that is easy since our old labels 
are involved and our time is limited now… I cannot say if it will work 
out…. I have never downloaded anything myself, but I cannot blame 
you if you do, so just go ahead! Me, I am just a fan of the physical 
original product: I want to hold the stuff in my hands and cherish it… I 
collect vinyl and have replaced every CDR that I liked with the original. 
I just love music!  
 
Lou: In regards to having the 'proper CD' I'm very much like you. I 
prefer to have original CD with the original artwork - it just makes it feel 
like a more complete package. So, if you do ever re-release those 
other CDs then let me know because I need to add them to my 
collection! What's the most interesting piece of vinyl that you own?  
 
Dennis: “Amused to death” by Roger Waters. It is my all time favorite 
album, and to have that one on vinyl: WOW! It blows me away every 
time I listen to it! The best metal vinyl that I own is “Unquestionable 
presence” by Atheist, or maybe “River runs red” by Life Of Agony. Or 
“Horrified” by Repulsion, or “A social grace” by Psychotic Waltz, or 
“Swallowed in black” by Sadus, or “Slow, deep and hard” by Type O 
Negative… No, it’s “Roots” by Sepultura! No wait, the original edition of 
“Severed Survival” by Autopsy!!! Anyone that can help me find 
“Elements” by Atheist on vinyl, please, PLEASE contact me… I am a 
freak, I know now… Last call: my favorite metal vinyl album is 
“Aenema” by Tool! Yeah, that’s the one! Hooray!  
 
Lou: Will you be releasing any of HELDs stuff on vinyl?  
 
Dennis: sure hope so! By now, I don’t mind whatever format it is, I just 
want to get it out in the world! But it would be nice to play our new 
songs from vinyl…  
 
 Lou: What's next for you? Are you going to tour with HELD?  
 
Dennis: Nah… we will surely do more gigs, but actual touring will not 
happen… We’d love to, but therefore we are all too much occupied 
with our jobs and such… But we’d like to play twice a month or so, that 
would be nice… And I would also like to go Belgium and Germany 
again... We had great times with Phleb in Belgium, but with HELD we 
haven’t played beyond the borders yet... 
 
NOTE: This interview was A LOT longer... The interview can be read in 
full at the link provided at the beginning of this piece. 
 

****** 
 

 
 

 
 
 

INTERVIEW #9 
 
Band: Artisian / Interviewee: Iain  
Year: 2007  
Website: myspace.com/artisianmetal 
Label: Infernus Rex 
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/a rtisian.html  
 
 

 
 
Recently I have been searching for decent bands to interview and 
review on MySpace. I'd sent out various bulletins asking for bands to 
step forward and then one did... and it was a band I was already 
familiar with (which was lucky!). That band was the mighty Artisian.  
I sent the questions to Iain the night after they'd shared the stage with 
the legendary Gorgoroth in London. Unfortunately I couldn't make it to 
the gig (due to lack of funds... I'd searched down the back of the sofa 
and everything!), but I did get the chance to get Iain to answer my 
questions.  
 
Lou: Hey Iain, thanks for agreeing to this interview! How was the gig 
with Gorgoroth last night? I feel a bit silly for not asking for a place on 
the guest list now!  
 
Iain: No problem, you know for next time.  
 
Lou: You’re going to be touring with Marduk very soon. How did that 
tour come about and where will you be playing?  
 
Iain: We get our tours through our booking agent.  
 
05.01 SLOVAKIA Liptovsky Mikulas,  
06.01 HUNGARY Budapest,  
07.01 ROMANIA Cluj Napoca,  
08.01 ROMANIA Bucarest,  
09.01 BULGARIA Sofia,  
11.01 TURKEY Istanbul,  
12.01 TURKEY Eskisehir,  
13.01 TURKEY Izmir,  
15.01 GREECE Atheens,  
16.01 GREECE Thessaloniki,  
17.01 MACEDONIA Skopje,  
18.01 SERBIA Belgrade,  
19.01 CROATIA Zagreb,  
20.01 SLOVENIA Ljubljana,  
21.01 AUSTRIA Graz,  
22.01 AUSTRIA Wien,  



23.01 AUSTRIA Salzburg,  
24.01 CHECZ REP Pilsen,  
25.01 GERMANY Bischofswerda,  
26.01 GERMANY Berlin,  
 
Lou: Which other bands would you really like to share a stage with?  
 
Iain: Immolation, Deeds of Flesh, Immortal, Motorhead, Cannibal 
Corpse... We all really love these bands, but to be honest, there are 
too many to mention, too many great bands and if we get a support 
with great musicians, thats all that matters.  
 
Lou: Do you have any interesting stories from your life on the road that 
you would like to share with the readers of Loucifer Speaks?  
 
Iain: No majorly intersting stories really. We have have had some 
really good times and some other shit times, we got in a fight in 
Glasgow the night before Gorgoroth, and I cut 2 guys really badly with 
punches and kicks, but the Police were cool and lets us go. But I was 
worried I'd get lifted and not get to play the show, but the pricks asked 
for it. Other times we end up in strange places thinking WHAT THE 
FUCK???? and sometimes you really want to kill an asshole promoter 
or a useless sound guy. But 80% of the time we play a good show, and 
have a good time as band mates.  
 
Lou: For the benefit of those out there in Internet Land who may not 
already know about Artisian, please could you briefly describe the kind 
of music you play?  
 
Iain: Its a mix of black and death metal, but its our interpretation of 
extreme music we want to have ur own sound and not sound like a lot 
of rather bands that follow a blueprint and are as good as covers 
bands. As a musician its your job to experiment and create something 
of interest. Listen to it and make up your own mind.  
 
 
Lou: You’ve released a few albums now, which one would you suggest 
folks to buy first? (Don't say 'all of them' – that's cheating!)  
 
Iain: The 3rd one is the most up to date obviously with the best 
production and more polished musically. If you you buy it from the 
website having read this...put it in the email, I will give you album 2 for 
free.  
 
Lou: ...and where can we buy them from?  
 
Iain: www.myspace.com/artisianmetal  
www.infernusrex.com  
You can buy via paypal or cheque/postal order.  
 
Lou: Where do you get the inspiration for your music and lyrics from?  
 
Iain: Rage, Anger, frustration, mood swings, crushing lows, 
depression, people, society...everything that really fucks me off.  
 
Lou: From a lyrical point of view, which song are you most proud of 
and why?  
 
Iain: There are certain parts of songs I am really pleased with, certain 
passsages, or part of a verse or something. But no particular single 
song, some have a memory attached, some work really well with the 
music, either in melody or the punctuation and helps the riff. Many 
diffrent reasons.  
 
Lou: If you could change anything from the band's history, what would 
you change?  
 
Iain: Not one single thing. Nothing!  
 
Lou: Since the band's formation in 2004, have there been many line-up 
changes?  
 
Iain: Yes, and they were all for the best, each time there has been a 
change it helped the band build up more and step up a league, the line 
up now is perfect.  
 
Lou: What do you think of the extreme metal scene at the moment? 
Are there any other bands out there that we should check out?  
 
Iain: www.myspace.com/gillabruja  
www.myspace.com/korvus  

www.myspace.com/corpsing  
www.myspace.com/oriondevilworship  
 
Lou: Which albums, in your opinion, have been the best released this 
year?  
 
Iain: Immolation - "Shadows in the Light" is really good  
Severe Torture, cant remember the title, but its really good  
and  
Artisian - "Seartge le reothadh"  
 
Lou: What's in store for Artisian in 2008? World domination?  
 
Iain: We are due to support Mayhem on a couple of dates after we 
come back from Europe with Marduk, and we are working on our 4th 
album. We have Vincent Locke who does the Cannibal Corpse album 
covers desigining the next sleeve, so its going to look really good - 
www.vincelocke.com. We will probably go out on tour with another 
good band at some point, but nothing is booked up yet.  
 
Lou: Remember: Keep reminding me when your gigs are and I 
PROMISE that I will get myself along to one!  
 
Iain: No Problem, thanks for the interview and your support, see you 
soon. 

 
 
 

***** 
 
 

INTERVIEW #10 
 
Band: Opinicus / Interviewee: Adam Walker  
Year: 2007  
Website: myspace.com/weareopinicus   
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/o pinicus.html  
 
Ah, it pays to have a friend in Deathdoom. Without Lukey-boy I would 
never have found out about Opinicus when I did... and they would 
never have answered these questions...  
 
Lou: Hi - thanks for agreeing to this interview!  
How long has the band been together and who is in the band?  
 
Adam: We've been around as a full band for about 2 and half years 
now but me (Adam) and Jesse, started the idea about 3 years ago.  
 
After a couple of months we auditioned our original drummer Po (AKA 
Robert Dawson) he turned up with his mate Tom who just so 
happened to have his guitar and amp in the back of his car so we 
invited him to jam with us. We all seemed to impress each other in 
some way and Tom's playing wowed us so we invited him to Join and 
Jesse decided to switch to bass. After that we got Mike on board 
following a few auditions for vocalists.  
More recently in Feb this year we parted ways with Po and luckily after 
only a couple of weeks of looking we managed to get in touch with 
James who incidentally me, Tom and Jesse have all played with in the 
past and after an audition he completed the band again.  
 
Lou: Where does the name Opinicus come from?  
 
Adam: It’s a word that has two meanings, to call some one an Opinicus 
is a really old word for some one of strong beliefs or opinions. The 
other meaning is a giant mythical beast, not to dissimilar to a griffin 
apparently.  
 
Lou: I've listened to the tracks on your MySpace and they’re bloody 
good! Do you have any plans for any E.Ps or albums?  
 
Adam: Ta very much! The 3 new tracks (The End is Nigh, Causatum 
and From the Ashes) will be on sale in the new year as an EP. We 
would like to do an album at some point in the future as this is our 
second EP/demo and we're getting our heads down to write a load 
more new tunes at the moment so we'll see what happens.  
 
Lou: Are you trying to convey any particular message with your music?  
 
Adam: If we are its definitely not that deliberate, I think that messages 
just get lost in music or misinterpreted. We do have certain themes in 
our music about, destruction, death, apocalyptic/post apocalyptic 



themes etc but we just try and keep that in line with the feel of the 
music and help keep an epic/dramatic feel to what we do but really its 
just about the music for us.  
 
Lou: Have you ever had any "Spinal Tap" moments? Any undersized 
Stonehenge models?  
 
Adam: Not really, we've tried our best to avoid theatrics and such. We 
did once walk on stage to the theme music from Conan that was 
hilarious but pretty cool. Apart from that the nearest thing we have to 
Stonehenge is Mike's beard.  
 
Lou: What is your favourite Opinicus track ever? (Well, so far!)  
 
Adam: Probably either Berserker or From the Ashes, Ashes at a push 
if I had to choose just one.  
 
Lou: What has been your favourite album of this year?  
 
Adam: Hmmm tricky one, there’s been loads of good stuff this year. 
The new Nile album "Ithyphallic" really stands out for me, "Bleed the 
Fifth" by Divine Heresy and "Ziltoid the Omniscient" by Devin 
Townsend are doing it for me to at the moment too.  
 

 
 
Lou: Vinyl vs. CD vs. MP3. Which is better and why?  
 
Adam: MP3s if I'm on the move, CDs at home and Vinyl for old stuff 
like "Kill em All" by Metallica and "Killers" by Iron Maiden are amazing 
on vinyl.  
 
Lou: Do you have any albums or merchandise available? If so, where 
can we buy it from?  
 
Adam: Yes we have T-shirts galore, CDs in the new year. And stuff on 
www.cafepress.com/opinicus. We've always got stuff at gigs too.  
 
Lou: How long have you each been playing your respective 
instruments?  
 
Adam: For me about 12 years, I'm guessing about the same for Tom 
and probably a bit longer for Jesse as he's from a musical family. And 
James is too so I'm sure he's been drumming for years.  
 

Lou: Which bands have really inspired you?  
 
Adam: Mostly a mixure of metal and death metal bands like Classic 
Metallica, Himsa, Deicide, Strapping Young Lad, Machine Head, 
Opeth, Carcass and At the Gates. Really brutal stuff with an epic feel 
to it and preferably a lot of flashy guitar solos :)  
 
Lou: What made you want to start / join a band like Opinicus?  
 
Adam: The monotony of office work and just wanting to start a this kind 
of metal band for a while so it was a no brainer after I got to know 
Jesse and realising he wanted to do that too. Also just for the love of 
writing and playing this kind of music.  
 
Lou: What are the long-term goals for Opinicus? What’s the next step 
for you?  
 
Adam: We aim to take things as far as they'll go but for the immediate 
future more gigging further a field while looking to get signed to finance 
an album or a tour or a lear jet, a transit van would do just fine at the 
moment ;)  
 

***** 
 

INTERVIEW #11 
 
Band: TME / Interviewee: Andreas   
Year: 2007  
Website: www.generation666.com  & myspace.com/generation666   
Label: Aphotic Records 
Website Link: http://louciferspeaks.com/interview/tmeinterview.html 
 
TME are one of those bands currently dancing in between Thrash and 
Death Metal. They managed to engage my interest after my first listen 
to their CD. Yep, I was hooked straight away - there was a perfect mix 
of melody and aggression. I was lucky enough to ask Andreas a few 
questions about their album - "Worlds Collide".  
 
Lou: Thank you for agreeing to take part in this interview - I really 
appreciate it! I understand that most of the band's members have been 
in Vintersorg at one point or another. How and when was the idea to 
create a Thrash Metal band conceived?  
 
Andreas: Hey! No Problem!  
Yeap, we all have been, and as you know some of us are still involved 
in Vintersorg in different ways. But, musically we differ really a lot as 
you may hear! Haha! The idea came as early as 2002 and the reason 
was mainly that Benny and Mattias wanted to create some old school 
thrash metal together. Both of them have grew up with that style, but 
never really played it so, they just thought that the time had come!  
 
Lou: How would you describe your music? Are you a Thrash Metal 
band or a Death Metal band? There seems to be a lot of influences 
from both genres on the album.  
 
Andreas: There is a lot of influences, but, I think we are somewere in 
the middle. We trye not to label ourselves anymore, we just do want 
we feel like musically. Since we all write the music to TME we end up 
mixing a lot of style in different songs and in the songs too. Its more 
fun that way! Haha!  
 
Lou: If someone asked you to describe "Worlds Collide" in only 5 
words, what would you say?  
 
Andreas: An aggressive brutal energykick FTW!  
 
Lou: Which bands/musicians influence you the most and why?  
 
Hmmm.... Quorthon of Bathory and Mikael Åkerfelt of Opeth. Both of 
them seemingly did/does their own thing and are not afraid of 
experementing and evolving!  
 
Lou: Where does the spoken word sample on "Flesh And Blood" come 
from? I've been searching my brain for zombie films because it sounds 
familiar!  
 
Andreas: Its from some Romero movie I believe. Mattias is a really 
great Zombie and Horror movie fan!  
 
 



Lou: I've had a read through of the band's biography on your website 
(www.generation666.com) and I noticed that much of the album was 
written while you were busy with Fission and Vintersorg. Was it difficult 
to allocate time to writing these songs?  

 
Andreas: Well, not really. At that time we had no rush at all to complete 
any TME album. So, when Benny needed time to do the Fission album 
and Mattias for Vintersorg we just took a break from rehearsing with 
TME. But, since we all write songs to TME we had a bunch of new 
ones when we got back to the rehearsing room again. And, when the 
Fission album was completed Hägglund had time to write music to 
TME again. So, all in all it kinda sorts itself out.  
 
Lou: How long did the album take to write and record? Did you 
encounter any problems during the process?  
 
Andreas: The writing process was quite long for this first album. I 
promise it will not take 5 years to the follow up to "Worlds Collide"! 
Hahaha! And, from when we started the recording til it was completed 
I´ll guess it was about 5 months. But, the was alot of breaks too. The 
drums took about a week, and we started to record the guitars like one 
and a half months after that and and so on. And, since we had access 
to the studio to record the vocals and guitars we could come and go as 
we wanted. We did not have any problems with the recordings.  
 
Lou: I'd really like to hear and see these songs played live. Will TME 
have time to tour with this album?  
 
Andreas: Nothing planned for the moment unfortunately. But, I can 
promise that we will will hit the road and meet our fans out there!  
 
Lou: Have the other projects been put on hold for the time being, or do 
you find a way to juggle everything?  
 
Andreas: No, not really. As I said earlier things kind of fall in place. Of 
course when we are in the recording process with one of the bands we 
take a break from the rehearsing. But, otherwise we just keep on 
creating and playing.  
 
Lou: If TME could tour with any band in the world, who would it be?  
 
Andreas: Oh, don't know really! We like to tour with every band who's 
into metal and beer! Hahaha!  
 
Lou: If there was to be a tour, would you play in England... and, more 
specifically, London? (Just thought I'd ask - it's worth a try!)  
 
Andreas: Hehehe! I´ll guess if we would come to England, London will 
be one of the stops!  
 
Lou: I really love "Flesh and Blood" and "TME" from the album. Which 
tracks are your favourites and why?  
 
Andreas: Hmm.. Its hard to pick any favourite, but, I'll guess, Blank 
Infinity, Superiour and Hell Incarnated But, every one of them rules! 
Hahaha! Blank Infinity is a good example of the death/thrash kind of 
mixture we have, Hell Incarnated is a killer thrash song and Superiour 
is just superiour!  
 
Lou: The whole album seems to be pretty dark - are there any on-
going themes running through it?  
 
Andreas: Yea, kind of. Many of the lyrics circle around the fact thought 

that mankind are slowly discovering that no one waits for them when 
they are dying. People are beginning to feel a great panic of dying as 
more and more scientific evidence points at that direction. At least in 
the western world, luckily, religion is losing their grip on people. So 
"Worlds Collide" is kind of representing the spiritual and non-spiritual 
worlds that are colliding. I had that in mind in one way or another when 
I wrote the lyrics to the album.   
 
Lou: What's next for TME? Will there be another release in the near 
future?  
 
Andreas: Not in the near future since the album just have been 
released but we are writing material for the next one right now. But, 
watch for the next one some time next year! Otherwise its playing live 
and hopefully embark at some tour thats next for us!  
 
Lou: Thank you for your time and the awesome album!  
 
Andreas: Thank you for the interview! Thrash on! 
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Following a review that I wrote of Plutonium’s “One Size Fits 
All” I came into contact with J. Carlsson – the mastermind 
behind the band. 
 
Lou: Thank you for agreeing to the interview. To get us started 
would you mind telling us a little bit about Plutonium. Who is in 
the band and how long have you been together?  
 
J. Carlsson: Plutonium started in 2003, and we have been the 
same persons since the start: J. Carlsson – Lead Guitar, 
Vocals, Programming and Dictatorship, Lars H. – Bass and 
H.Fossmo – Guitar. I decide most things and the others may 
be seen as session members.  
 
Lou: Where did the name Plutonium come from?  
 
J. Carlsson: I wanted a very concrete name, attached to the 
dystopian feelings we want to express with our music. Also, 
Plutonium is known as the most dangerous element on earth. 
Plutonium in the size of a grape can easily wipe out the whole 
of mankind.  
 
Lou: Which five words describe your music?  
 
J. Carlsson: What about: Agressive dystopian industrial 
extreme metal?  
 
Lou: Where do you get your inspiration from when writing 
music?  
 
J. Carlsson: I guess you mean both music and lyrics here! 
Since I´ve been playing guitar for more than 15 years it´s a bit 
hard to track any special bands or musicians I get influenced 
by these days, but I have to say most music I appreciate do 
have an impact on me. And the music I listen to most of the 
time is classical music, industrial/electronic music or extreme 
metal. Nowadays I also get a lot of inspiration from the sources 
that inspire my lyrics. Movies, books and things happening 



around me seem to trigger rhythms and certain tones inside 
my head.  
 
Lou: What has the reaction from the press been like for "One 
Size Fits All"?  
 
J. Carlsson: So far I´ve only seen a couple of reviews, which is 
understandable since the promos weren´t send out until 12th 
of february (release date for the album), but most of them are 
pretty good. The worst so far has been a german webzine who 
gave us 5/10, and that is still quite ok...however, since my 
german is a bit rusty I can´t comment that review, maybe he 
had some interesting point of view? The drum machine seems 
to be the biggest obstacle for some people, and in some way I 
can understand that, eventhough I enjoy static programmed 
drums. We will actually make some changes there for the next 
album. However, your review was probably the most 
overwhelming words I´ve read, thank you for that!  
 

 
 
Lou: How did you decide on what photographs were to be 
used in the album's artwork? I found the cover to be extremely 
striking and memorable... and possibly a little humorous.  
 
J. Carlsson: I had some ideas of what I wanted in the booklet. I 
got the idea for the cover quite early in the recording process, I 
think I saw some advert with the “One size fits all”-sentence, 
and I always seem to get annoyed on silly slogans, songs and 
commercials, so why not use it and add some dark cynical 
humour to it? It was the same thing with the title of our debut 
demo (“Wind Of Change”). As for the other pictures, it came 
along the way so to say... I´m glad you found the humour and 
cynicism in them. The fact that we incorporate dark cynicism 
and satire (to some extent) doesn´t mean we are some kind of 
joke band, it´s just our way of doing things. We are not 
interested in fulfilling the typical metal clichés.  
 
Lou: If you could bring any figure from history back from the 
dead who would it be and why?  
 
J. Carlsson: Tough question! I don´t know if that would be a 
good idea at all...but let´s say Aldous Huxley or George Orwell. 
Why? It would be interesting to have their point of view on the 
evolution of the western world, you know the “big brother”-
society (as well as “big brother” as tv entertainment), the “war 
on terrorism” and all that stuff...it would be interesting to see 
how they reacted to all this things, maybe they would like to 
return to their graves after visiting our “enlightened” society...  

 
Lou: Are there any things on "One Size Fits All" that you would 
like to change?  
 
J. Carlsson: No, not really. Unfortunately I caught a cold while 
recording the vocals, so some parts feels a bit strained every 
now and then. Of course some minor things could be better, 
but considering the album as a whole I am satisfied.  
 
Lou: When I listen to "One Size Fits All" I can easily imagine it 
accompanying a film of some kind. If you could write the music 
for any film in history, what would it be and why?  
 
J. Carlsson: I´d love to make music for a movie. I´ve even 
studied Film theory for half a year (that was long ago though), 
and I love watching movies. Most of the movies I´ve liked have 
had great soundtracks as well so it´s kind of hard to tell. I 
guess our music could fit to “Metropolis” by Fritz Lang or “Das 
Cabinet des Dr. Caligari” by Robert Weine. That´s at least two 
of my favourite movies from the twenties. I can recommend 
you and all your readers to check out an early swedish film - 
“The Phantom Chariot” (Viktor Sjöström) - based on a novel by 
the famous swedish author Selma Lagerlöf. It´s a chilling 
experience! But I have lots of other favourite movies, ranging 
from drama, comedy, gore, documentaries - whatever, as it is 
a great movie. Some directors I appreciate: Kubrick, Bergman, 
Fulci, Murnau, Lynch, Jodorowsky, Waters, Buttgereit...I could 
go on forever. Unfortunately all cinemas here are flooded by 
boring brainless hollywood crap. Fortunately there are no 
problems getting your faves on DVD these days.  
 
Lou: I've had a look around your website and I can't seem to 
find any gig dates (perhaps I'm just not looking properly - it has 
been known!). Are you planning to tour with this album? If so, 
where do you plan to go?  
 
J. Carlsson: No, you have searched the site properly - there 
are no touring dates! We have some problems in the band 
concerning the live shows. We will play live, it´s just a matter of 
when and how! We have some technical and personal 
problems to solve first though. Personally I´d like to have more 
songs to choose from in our repertoire before entering the 
stage as well...but, wait and see!  
 
Lou: Do you have any merchandise that our readers could 
buy? If so, where can they buy it from?  
 
J. Carlsson: Khaoz Star have opened a T-shirt shop. There 
you can find t-shirts and other stuff related to Khaoz Star and 
their bands. Unfortunately, everything is written in swedish on 
that site and most shirts are a bit expensive in my opinion, and 
it will probably cost more to order from foreign countries! I´ve 
had my thoughts of printing some kind of exclusive edition of t-
shirts and sell it through us and Khaoz Star. If anyone is 
interested, just let me know!  
 
Lou: What's next for Plutonium?  
 
J. Carlsson: Right now we are working on some new material. 
We have two songs finished for the moment and a few 
sketches to work with and we will probably record a demo of 
those songs to listen and evaluate for ourselves sometime in 
spring. Also I´m pretty busy with taking care of the promotion 
of the album. Thank you for the interview, Lou, hope my 
answers will do! Those of you who got interested in Plutonium 
can visit our sites, or contact us through 
plutonium_platoon@hotmail.com . Take care and control!  
J. Carlsson 
 
NOTE: For those interested, the review that sparked off this 
interview can be found at: 
http://louciferspeaks.com/cdreview/plutonium.html  


